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Protesters confront police in Fastiv 


Police-abuse 
protests come 
to Kyiv 


By Dmytro Barkar 

(RFE/RL, July 17, 2013)—For 10 
days now, a group of about a dozen 
people have been walking the 300 
kilometers from the Ukrainian vil- 
lage of Vradiyivka to the capital, 
Kyiv. 

They were angry when they set 
out, but they will likely be furi- 
ous on July 18 when they gather in 
downtown Kyiv to protest rampant 
and unpunished abuse in the coun- 
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try’s police force. 

And the group plans to camp 
on Independence Square indefin- 
itely until their concerns are ad- 
dressed. Opposition politicians, 
seeing the police-abuse issue as a 
wedge against the government of 
President Viktor Yanukovych and 
his ruling Party of Regions, are 
backing the protesters. 

“In terms of their brazenness, 
their Ukzainophobia, their in- 
competence, our police have 
reached the absolute limit,” says 
Andriy Illienko, a parliamentary 
deputy from the opposition Svo- 
boda (Freedom) party. 

Accusations of police abuse 
— torture, bribery, rape, murder, 
and more — are an old story in 
Ukraine. But the frustration boiled 
over late last month when a woman 
in Vradiyivka, Iryna Krashkova, 
accused two local police officers 
and a civilian of brutally beating 
and raping her. Other locals soon 
came forward with similarly out- 
fageous accusations that they say 
were covered up earlier. 

After days of protests in Vradiyiv- 
ka, including a mob storming the 
police station, residents there are 
now taking their anger to the cap- 
ital, where they expect to tap into a 
national well of outrage. 

Iryna Krashkova’s claims that po- 
lice raped and beat her has prompt- 
ed a wave of protests. On their 
way to Kyiv, the protesters from 
Vradiyivka stopped in the town of 
Fastiv on July 16 and attempted to 
force their way into the police sta- 
tion there to investigate reports that 
the building houses a room used to 
torture prisoners. 

On July 14, a crowd in the capital 
stormed a local police station after 
an officer reportedly struck Iryna 
Bondar, a female activist who was 
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First Festival 


groups return 


Two of the groups who performed at the first Pysanka Festival in Vegreville in 1974 — the Dnipro Choir and 
the Cheremosh Ukrainian Dance Company— returned for its 40 Anniversary held July 5-7, as the Vegreville 
Cultural Association put on its biggest show ever. Top: Cheremosh perform “Rapsodia: Hopak in the Style of 
Rhapsody” (Photo by Patricia Shewchuk). Directly above: Dnipro Choir (Photo by Donna Bihun). For more 


see page 9 of this issue. 


Amnesty calls Ukrainian 
police a “criminal enterprise” 


(UkrNews) —The latest violent reaction to allega- 
tions of abuse by Ukraine’s police force underlines 
the urgent need for the government to address public 
concern that the force has become little more than a 
criminal enterprise, Amnesty International said in a 
media release issued July 13. 

Hundreds of residents tried to storm Svatoshyno police 
station in Kyiv on July 12. The events were triggered by 
reports that a police officer had punched a young woman 
in the stomach when she asked him to speak to her in 
Ukrainian rather than Russian. She was hospitalised 
with a suspected broken rib after the assault. 

Demonstrators broke through the police station’s 

perimeter fence before being pushed back. 
The crowd chanted ‘Vradiyivka’ in reference to pro- 
tests two weeks ago when residents laid siege to 
Vradiyivka police station in southern Ukraine. Those 
angry scenes were sparked by the gang-rape of a 29 
year old woman who was beaten and left for dead by 
three men, two of whom she has identified as local 
police officers. 

“This latest attack shows that the public has little 


confidence the government is getting to grips with 
police abuse. Vradiyivka is the straw that broke the 
camel’s back,” said Max Tucker, Amnesty Internation- 
al’s Ukraine campaigner, in Kyiv. 

“Ukrainians are no longer prepared to tolerate years 
of widespread abuse at the hands of a corrupt police 
force. Unless the government immediately establishes 
an independent system for investigating allegations of 
police criminality, we will increasingly see people tak- 
ing justice into their own hands.” 

The reports of rape by police officers in Vradiyivka 
have rocked the country, leading to President Yanuko- 
vych assuming personal responsibility for overseeing 
the investigation and a series of dismissals of high- 
ranking police officers. 

Amnesty International has been calling on Ukraine 
to establish an effective system to investigate police 
abuses since 2011, and has continued to document 
numerous cases of torture, extortion and abuse by of- 
ficers. These crimes usually go unpunished as the local 
prosecutors tasked with investigating routinely refuse 
to bring charges against their colleagues in the police. 
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У Сеймі Польщі вирішили не принижувати українців словом «геноцид» 


Юрій Савицький, 
Радіо Свобода 

Кривавий конфлікт на Волині 
в 1943 році був етнічною чист- 
кою з ознаками геноциду. Таке 
формулювання після тривалої і 
дуже напруженої дискусії ухва- 
лив у п'ятницю польський Сейм. 
Більшість депутатів нижньої 
палати парламенту Польщі не 
підтримала поправки внесеної 
правими силами, які наполяга- 
ли на терміні «геноцид». Про 
те, чому не можна принижувати 
українців словом «геноцид» з 
парламентської трибуни  гово- 
рив міністр закордонних справ 
Польщі Радослав Сікорський. На 
його думку, справа євроінтеграції 
України має епохальне значення 
для Польщі. Під час голосуван- 


ня за «волинську» резолюцію 
у сесійній залі був присутній 
польський кабінет міністрів на 
чолі з прем'єром Дональдом Ту- 
CKOM. 

Починаючи з дев'ятої ран- 
ку депутати Сейму голосували 
за ухвалення низки важливих 
документів. Проте жоден із них 
не викликав такого ажіотажу, 
як текст резолюції, присвяченої 
70-річчю волинського злочину. 
Якщо інші ухвали депутати при- 
ймали впродовж кількох хвилин, 
то голосування «волинської» 
резолюції тривало майже дві го- 
дини. Депутати сварилися й ви- 
ходили на перерви, щоб узгодити 
позицію фракцій. 

Праві й ліві політики, виступа- 
ючи з парламентської трибуни, 
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говорили, що потрібно ухвалити 
такий текст резолюції, який днем 
раніше узгодила комісія культу- 
ри, тобто зі словом «геноцид». 
Натомість депутати з найбільшої 
правоцентристської партії «Гро- 
мадянська платформа» твердили, 
що Сейм мусить прийняти менш 
гостре формулювання - «етнічна 
чистка з ознаками геноциду». 

Про те наскільки нервовою 
була атмосфера в сесійній 
залі | свідчить | промовистий 
епізод. Правий політик, стоя- 
чи на парламентській трибуні, 
дорікнув єдиному  депутатові- 
українцеві в CelMi, членові 
«Громадянської платформи», що 
його батько був у загоні УПА, 
який начебто спалив польське 
село. 

Щоб знизити температуру 
політичних емоцій, на трибуну 
піднявся представник уряду - 
міністр закордонних справ Ра- 
дослав Сікорський. 

Під незадоволені вигуки ча- 
стини депутатів він говорив 
про винятковий історичний 
етап, на якому зараз перебуває 
Україна. За словами Сікорського, 
підписання або  непідписання 
Києвом угоди про асоціацію 3 
ЄС вплине на геополітичний 
вибір України на десятки років. 
Міністр нагадав польським 
політикам: «Весь "Сейм знає, 
що є сили, які інакше, ніж ми 
дивляться на напрямок, в якому 
Україна повинна інтегруватися, 
які на даний момент діють дуже 
активно, намагаючись змінити 
напрямок інтеграції України в 
інший бік». 

Сікорський | наголосив | на 
тому, що загострення Сеймом 
польської позиції в питанні 
Волинської трагедії не сприя- 
тиме єдності українських 
політичних сил й ускладнить 
процес євроінтеграції України. 
Звертаючись до депутатів, які 
намагалися закричати його ви- 
ступ, Сікорський прочитав їм ко- 
ротку лекцію історії. 

«Ці вигуки лунають у той 
час, коли ми обговорюємо дуже 
важливу справу, на мою думку 
ця справа має епохальне зна- 
чення для нашої держави. При- 
гадаймо, як почався занепад 
першої Речі Посполитої, коли 
наша країна почала втрачати 
свою міжнародну позицію. Ми 


не зуміли скористатися плодами 
Люблінської унії, ми не зуміли 
включити козаків у політичну 
систему Речі Посполитої», — ro- 
ворив міністр. «Ми можемо або 
загострювати дефініції й при- 
низити українців, або зробити 
щось, що служитиме інтеграції 
України з Європейським сою- 
зом», - наголосив Сікорський. 

Виступ Сікорського  обурив 
депутатів з правого та лівого 
крила Сейму. Йому закинули, 
що своїм виступом він при- 
низив поляків. До сумління 
депутатів вирішила промовити 
Беата Кемпа, екс-міністр закор- 
донних справ в уряді Ярослава 
Качинського. Вона зачитала з 
парламентської трибуни перелік 
тортур, якими вбивці мучили 
волинських поляків. Кемпа та- 
кож сказала: «Українці, росіяни, 
люди сходу поважають тільки 
сильних. I якщо тут покажемо 
свою силу, щойно тоді вони нас 
поважатимуть i тоді їх поважати- 
ме Євросоюз». 

Після бурхливої дискусії депу- 
тати Сейму більшістю голосів 
ухвалили  помірковану версію 
«волинської» резолюції. В ухва- 
леному парламентом документі 
події на Волині названо не ге- 
ноцидом, а «етнічною чисткою 
з ознаками геноциду». Із 442 
депутатів, які голосували, цей 
текст підтримали 263 депутати. 
«Проти» було 33 голоси, а 146 
депутатів, здебільшого із партії 
«Право і справедливість», утри- 
малися від голосування. Як пояс- 
нили політики цієї, очолюваної 
Ярославом Качинським партії, 
вони не хотіли голосувати за 
резолюцію, яка не називає подій 
на Волині геноцидом. 

Сейм також He підтримав 
пропозиції правих сил вста- 
новити 11 липня день пам'яті 
жертв і мучеництва кресов'ян. 
Розчарований перебігом голосу- 
вання Єжи Стефанюк (Польська 
селянська партія) запропону- 
вав Сеймові вшанувати жертви 
Волинської різанини хвилиною 
мовчання. 3a його словами, 
цей символічний жест повинен 
об'єднати політиків, яким не 
вдалося досягти консенсусу. Де- 
путати стоячи вшанували заги- 
блих хвилиною тиші. 

Після завершення голосувань 
у Сеймі, справу «волинської» 


резолюції прокоментував 
прем'єр-міністр Польщі Дональд 
Туск. На його думку, ухвалений 
парламентом текст резолюції на- 
лежним чином вшановує жертви 
волинського злочину і засуджує 
його виконавців. Туск вважає, що 
парламентська суперечка стосу- 
валася не так питання вшануван- 
ня жертв, як загострення позиції 
Польщі в оцінці трагічного ми- 
нулого. 

Польський прем'єр звернув 
увагу нате, що частина депутатів 
вимагала такого  загострен- 
ня, незважаючи на специфіку 
ситуації в якій сьогодні опини- 
лися Польща, Україна, Росія та 
Європейський союз. 

Про дискусію в Сеймі Туск 
сказав: «Це була суперечка про 
політику, внутрішню, хто кого 
перекричить, що він більший 
патріот, і зовнішню, де гра 
була дуже ризикована. Під час 
голосування, я отримав таку 
інформацію, що біля посольства 
Польщі в Україні відбувається 
пікет молодих українців, які 
звертаються до депутатів польсь- 
кого Сейму, щоб вони не усклад- 
нювали польсько-українські 
відносини, реалізовуючи таким 
чином наміри і мрії Кремля. 
Саме так деякі українці сприй- 
матимуть ці дискусії». 

Як наголосив голова польсько- 
го уряду, суперечка про дефініції 
геноциду в Сеймі була двознач- 
ною. Туск пояснив: «Ніхто в 
Сеймі не зауважив, що згідно з 
дефініцією ООН, українці мог- 
ли б кваліфікувати геноцидом 
операцію «Вісла». Задумаймо- 
ся про те, в чому полягає наше 
сьогоднішнє завдання — заго- 
стрювати формулювання й зма- 
гатися, хто кого сильніше вда- 
рить словом, чи формулювати 
речення так, щоб було зрозуміло, 
хто винен, наскільки страшним 
був цей злочин, наскільки силь- 
но ми вшановуємо пам'ять про 
жертви, але водночас, щоб ці 
формулювання не ускладнювали 
процес примирення між Поль- 
щею та Україною». 

За словами  Туска, добрі 
польсько-українські стосун- 
ки - це одна з найкращих 
гарантій безпеки в регіоні. 
«Відповідальні люди не хочуть 
аукціону історичних терпінь», - 
резюмував він. 


Кравчук звинуватив 148 депутатів у зраді України 


(Радіо Свобода) -Колишній президент Леонід 
Кравчук вважає звернення 148 депутатів Верховної 
Ради від фракції Партії Регіонів i Комуністичної 
партії до Сейму Польщі із закликом визнати Во- 
линську трагедію 1943 року геноцидом польського 
народу зрадництвом стосовно України. 

Про це він сказав в ефірі телерадіокомпанії 
«НЬБМ» увечері 12 липня. 

Кравчук виступає за те, щоб оцінки трагічних 
подій у спільній історії Польщі й України часів 
Другої світової війни давали не політики, а вчені на 
основі уважно вивчених достовірних документів. 

«Є громадська думка, є вчені, історики... Дамо 
їм змогу вивчити документи й показати їх людям, 
а перетворювати (події минулого) у політично- 
емоційні заяви не потрібно. Що міг би зробити 
український парламент, так це, на мою думку, 
оцінити так звані дії 148 депутатів, які фактично 
зрадили національні інтереси України не тому, що 
вони мають свою думку - вона може в них бути 
i я можу (з ними) сперечатися, - а тому, що вони 
звернулися до іншої держави, щоб вона оцінила 
негативно українську історію», - сказав Кравчук, 
якого цитує агентство «Українські новини». 

Кравчук вважає, що керівництву Партії Регіонів 
необхідно замислитися над тим, щоб виключи- 
ти з парламенту тих людей, які ініціювали ідею 


звернення до польського Сейму, тому що вони, на 
думку екс-президента, принесли в жертву честь, 
гідність Й совість, ставши на шлях національної 
зради. 

Раніше, напередодні розгляду польським Сей- 
мом питання щодо подій Волинської трагедії, 148 
народних депутатів України написали звернення 
до польського парламенту, в якому закликали виз- 
нати ті події геноцидом польського народу та за- 
судити дії українських націоналістів. 

Заяву підписали 119 депутатів від Партії Регіонів, 
23 депутати від фракції КПУ та 6 позафракційних 
депутатів. 

Сейм (нижня і провідна палата парламенту) 
Польщі з нагоди 70-ї річниці Волинської трагедії, 
відмовився визнати геноцидом польського народу 
події 1943 року на Волині, однак підтримав фор- 
мулювання «етнічна чистка з ознаками геноциду». 
Перед тим, 20 червня, таке саме формулювання 
схвалив і Сенат Польщі, верхня палата парламен- 
ту. 

Напередодні розгляду питання Волинської 
трагедії польським Сеймом міністр закордонних 
справ Польщі Радослав Сікорський закликав всі 
політичні сили Польщі не ухвалювати рішень, 
які могли б знизити шанси підписання угоди про 
асоціацію між Україною 1 ЄС. 
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Russian trace’ suspected 
in Polish Volyn resolutions 


(Interfax-Ukraine) —On July 12, the Polish Sejm 
refused to support the opposition’s proposal to use 
the term genocide in the resolution on the 70th an- 
niversary of the Volyn tragedy and passed the resolu- 
tion with the wording “ethnic cleansing with signs of 
genocide” describing the events of 1943. 

Experts do not rule out that there is a “Russian trace” 
in the recent resolutions adopted by the Polish Sejm 
and the Senate concerning the 70th anniversary of the 
Volyn tragedy. 

“We understand that, ultimately, a struggle is not 
going on with the Ukrainian Insurgent Army, the 
Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists, and a strug- 
gle is not going on for historical justice and for the 
Poles. A struggle is going on against the future of 
Ukraine, against the country’s integration into Eur- 
ope and against our country’s taking its rightful place 
in world culture, politics and the global division of 
labor. They’re trying to drive us into a deadlock with 
the help of such rather cheap provocations,” political 
analyst Oleksandr Paliy said during an Internet con- 
ference in Kyiv on July 15. 

He said the people who helped adopt the Polish 
Sejm resolution on the 70th anniversary of the Volyn 
tragedy were related to Russian business. 

“Tn these things that sound as if they’re from Poland 


and some, mostly marginal forces, we can see that 
these people are either related to Russian business or 
organize provocations on the Internet for mainly Rus- 
sian money. All of this is very transparent,” Paliy said. 

President of the Scientific Council at the Center for 
Research into Liberation Movement Volodymyr Viatr- 
ovych, in turn, said: “As for Russia’s role in this pro- 
cess, it’s also noticeable. The ‘point is that this party 
— the Stronnictwo Ludowe Party, which was one of 
the main initiators, putting forward the concept of 
genocide, in these resolutions, is a party that works 
fairly closely with Gazprom and, obviously, performs 
certain orders,” Viatrovych said. 

As reported, the Polish Senate, the upper house of the 
Polish parliament, on June 20, 2013 adopted a state- 
ment on the 70th anniversary of the Volyn tragedy in 
which these events were described as ‘ethnic cleans- 
ing with signs of genocide’, noting that the victims of 
the Ukrainian Insurgent Army’s anti-Polish campaign 
numbered about 100,000 Poles. 

On July 12, the Polish Sejm refused to support the 
opposition’s proposal to use the term genocide in the 
resolution on the 70th anniversary of the Volyn tra- 
gedy and passed the resolution with the wording “eth- 
nic cleansing with signs of genocide” describing the 
events of 1943 


Volyn Council brands Sejm’s 
resolution anti-Ukrainian 


(Interfax-Ukraine) —Volyn Regional Council has 
branded a resolution on the Volyn tragedy of 1943 
passed by the Polish parliament as anti-Ukrainian and 
chauvinistic. 

“We, the members of Volyn Regional Council, con- 
demn the anti-Ukrainian and chauvinist resolution 
on the events of 1943 in Volyn region adopted by the 
Senate and the Sejm of the Republic of Poland. By 
calling the actions of Ukrainians, who were fight- 
ing for their ethnic territories, for their independence 
against various invaders, “ethnic cleansing with signs 
of genocide’, the Poles questioned the fundamental 
tight of every people to self-determination and re- 
sistance against aggressors,” the press service of the 
Volyn regional branch of Svoboda quoted an appeal to 
residents of Volyn region, which was adopted by the 


council at its session on July 15. 

As reported, the Polish Senate, the upper house of 
the Polish parliament, on June 20, 2013 adopted a 
statement on the 70th anniversary of the Volyn tra- 
gedy in which these events were described as ‘ethnic 
cleansing with signs of genocide’, noting that the vic- 
tims of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army’s anti-Polish 
campaign numbered about 100,000 Poles. Fifty-five 
out of a hundred senators supported the document, and 
20 voted against it. 

On July 12, the Polish Sejm refused to support the 
opposition’s proposal to use the term genocide in the 
resolution on the 70th anniversary of the Volyn tra- 
gedy and passed the resolution with the wording “eth- 
nic cleansing with signs of genocide” describing the 
events of 1943. 


Italy refuses to extradite Romaniuk 


(Interfax-Ukraine) —The Milan Court of Appeal 
has refused to extradite Ukrainian opposition polit- 
ician Viktor Romaniuk, who is charged with embez- 
zlement, to Ukraine, the Ukrainska Pravda Internet 
publication has reported. 

“The Court of Appeal of Milan has refused to extra- 
dite me... The court has found no crime in the docu- 
ments provided by the Prosecutor General’s Office 
of Ukraine... It has recognized the case against me as 
politically motivated, and from the documents pro- 
vided by the Prosecutor General’s Office, the court 
concluded that there was no crime at all! Thus, it has 
confirmed that everything was fabricated,” Romaniuk 
told the publication. 

Romaniuk, a member of the Batkivschyna Party, 
ran for parliament in 2012 in single-seat constituency 
No. 94 (Kyiv region). He defeated Tetiana Zasukha of 
the Party of Regions, with a margin of nearly 10,000 
votes. But following rulings by the Vasylkiv and Obu- 


Крім district courts, the district electoral commission 
declared 33,000 votes invalid and declared Zasukha 
the winner. 

Romaniuk was put on the international wanted list 
on February 28 in connection with the opening of 
criminal proceedings under Part 5, Article 191 (prop- 
erty embezzlement through abuse of office) of the 
Criminal Code. 

On March 22, he was detained in Milan, Italy. 

On March 26, Shevchenkivsky District Court of 
Kyiv chose custody as a preventive measure against 
the politician. 

On March 27, a court in Milan started the hearing 
on choosing a preventive measure against Romaniuk 
before deciding on his extradition to Ukraine. 

On March 29, he was freed from an Italian prison. 

Romaniuk said he planned to participate in the re- 
peat election in his constituency No. 94 and was not 
going to request political asylum. 


Kyiv’s city council gets ready to rumble 


(Ukrainian Journal) —Pro-government lawmakers 
will try to hold a session of the Kyiv city council 
either this month or next despite earlier assurances 
from opposition groups that they would not let this 
happen. 

The session may trigger new clashes between the 
pro-government and opposition parties and may de- 
stabilize the situation in Kyiv ahead of the next presi- 
dential election in March 2015. 

“You cannot stop the life of the city,’ Volodymyr 
Oliynyk, the lawmaker from the Regions Party, said 
July 15. “There will be a session in July or August. 
There is a legal necessity for the session.” 

Opposition lawmakers disrupted the session of Kyiv 


city council on July 11 saying that the authority of the 
local Kyiv lawmakers had expired last month. 

The lawmakers also called for new elections later 
this year in Kyiv and pledged to disrupt any new at- 
tempts to hold a session by current lawmakers. 

The confrontation came as pro-government law- 
makers cited a Constitutional Court ruling on May 30 
saying the next election must be held in October 2015, 
de-facto extending the council’s authority for two- 
years. 

The ruling is believed to benefit President Viktor 
Yanukovych who is facing re-election in March 2015 
and needs to make sure that Kyiv city is run by a loyal- 
ist, not by an opposition figure, at the time of the vote. 


Ukraine’s ranking 
in global human 
trafficking worsens 


By Anna Shamanska, Kyiv Post 

It was just in time that Ukraine named human trafficking as its priority 
area after the country took over the OSCE chairmanship for 2013. As the 
latest U.S. State Department report shows, Ukraine is losing one of its 
most important battles. 

According to the department’s 2013 Trafficking in Persons Report, 
in 2012 the severity of the situation in Ukraine increased, lowering the 
country from Tier 2 to the Tier 2 Watch list. The countries that are includ- 
ed in the Tier 2 Watch list do not fully comply with the U.S. Trafficking 
Victims Protection Act’s minimum standards. Although those countries 
are believed to be making significant effort in improving the situation, 
the absolute number of victims in Tier 2 Watch List countries is rising. 

Ukraine has long been a notorious transit country, origin and destina- 
tion of trafficked young women. 

In 2012 only 187 victims of human trafficking were identified, as op- 
posed to 294 in 2011, according to the trafficking report. 

A significant fall of numbers was also seen in the prosecution field. The 
Ministry of Interior reported only 162 criminal investigations into traf- 
ficking offenses, compared to 197 in 2011. Only 115 trafficking offenders 
were convicted in 2012, 43 convictions less than in 2011. 

“Of the 115 convicted trafficking offenders, 65 were sentenced to im- 
prisonment terms ranging from less than one year, to between 10 and 
15 years. Forty-two defendants were given suspended sentences and the 
assets of 32 defendants were confiscated,” reads the report. 

In fact, the report says, the government of Ukraine significantly re- 
duced its anti-trafficking law enforcement efforts in 2012 and allocated 
no funds to anti-trafficking efforts. 

However, it continues, during the reporting period, the government 
issued several decrees and regulations in an effort to fully implement the 
comprehensive anti-trafficking law passed in 2011. 
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Загибель Чорновола: чи 
знайдуть істину через 14 років? 


Євген Солонина, Радіо Свобода 

Бориспільський міськрайонний суд продовжив 
слухання справи щодо загибелі лідера Народного 
Руху України В'ячеслава Чорновола в аварії, яка 
сталася в Бориспільському районі напередодні пре- 
зидентських виборів 1999 року. Рідні та однодумці 
політика мають надію почути більше про обста- 
вини трагедії, в якій вони вбачають замовне вбив- 
ство, від слідчих, які першими розслідували за- 
гибель Чорновола. Про те, що є нові факти у цій 
справі, заявив і колишній міністр Юрій Луценко, 
який зголосився свідчити у суді. 

Бориспільський суд постановив 0 примусо- 
во привести кількох свідків у справі загибелі 
В'ячеслава Чорновола. Однак сьогодні до зали 
засідань з'явився лише один - із власної волі. Во- 
лодимир Паденко, колишній заступник голови 
Бориспільської організації Народного Руху, особи- 
сто бачив місце, де відбулася трагедія, побіля села 
Рогозів. Паденко не поділяє висновок офіційного 
слідства, що водій Чорновола суттєво перевищив 
швидкість і зіткнувся з КамАЗом. На його думку, 
водій КамАЗу міг уникнути зіткнення, але не зро- 
бив цього. 

«Сліди | протекторів Ha | асфальті, сліди 
гальмівного шляху були дуже виразні. Було видно, 
що вони трохи виляють. А тоді повертають уліво, 
так, ніби водій, побачивши перешкоду, намагався 
її уникнути. Там була не дуже гарна якість доро- 
ги, відтак авто Чорновола просто не могло їхати на 
великій швидкості», - заявив свідок. 

Сам водій КамАЗу, обвинувачений Володимир 
Куделя до суду не з'явився, так само, як i частина 
свідків, посилаючись на стан здоров'я. 

Офіційне слідство щодо загибелі В'ячеслава Чор- 
новола, яке кілька разів закривалося й поновлювало- 
ся, щоразу ігнорувало ті обставини, які могли про- 
лити світло на трагедію, вважає Микола Степаненко, 
колишній працівник МВС та керівник слідчої комісії 
Народного Руху з розслідування загибелі Чорновола. 
Він не сумнівається в тому, що мало місце замовне 
убивство, і наводить низку фактів, які, на його думку, 
свідчать про свідоме намагання правоохоронців не 
з'ясовувати істину у справі. 

«Щодо КамАЗу - цікаво: навіть автозаправник 
звернув увагу, що він заправився на 20 літрів, а 
потім стояв у лісосмузі, наче очікував чогось. А 
далі СБУ та МВС зробили вигляд, що цього KamA- 
Зу не було, 1 навіть на комісії у Верховній Раді зая- 
вили: коли вони опитували заправника, він нічого 


про це не говорив. Проте на суді працівник авто- 
заправки підтвердив, що цей КамАЗ напередодні в 
районі аварії був. Ha мою думку, ідеться про KamA- 
Зи, які були в резерві, 1 які проводили репетицію 
зіткнення з автомобілем Чорновола», - каже Сте- 
паненко. 

У суді досі не допитані найважливіші свідки. І 
йдеться не лише про Юрія Луценка, колишнього 
міністра внутрішніх справ, який заявляв, що має 
нові докази у справі, а про тих, хто причетний до 
слідства щодо загибелі В'ячеслава Чорновола, на- 
голосив у коментарі Радіо Свобода син лідера На- 
родного Руху, колишній народний депутат Тарас 
Чорновіл. 

«Головні свідки, які для нас важать найбільше, 

— це слідчі. Зокрема, перший слідчий Пастушен- 
ко, який вів слідство під чітко визначений резуль- 
тат. Інші слідчі Київської обласної міліції навіть 
пізніше виносили щодо нього постанову про 
відкриття кримінальної справи за перевищен- 
ня повноважень. Нікого особливо не цікавило 
розслідування як таке. Пастушенко закривав його, 
поновлював 1 одразу закривав знову, з кричущи- 
ми порушеннями. Так не буває: плівки з фото-, 
відеофіксацією місця подій дуже дивно передава- 
ли з районної міліції до обласної. Опис передали, 
а плівки - ні. Невідомо, хто i як передав їх аж че- 
рез три роки». 
Тарас Чорновіл запевнив, що отримав згоду 
свідчити у справі загибелі його батька від Юрія 
Луценка, однак він сумнівається, що екс-міністр 
встигне з'явитися вже на наступне засідання, яке 
призначили на десяту ранку 16 липня. 

Між тим, політолог Віталій Бала констатує, що 
нині у розслідуванні вбивства Чорновола наба- 
гато більше політичних інтересів, аніж намагань 
з'ясувати істину у справі. 

«Справа Чорновола - відверто політична. I всі 
дії, які нині відбуватимуться щодо неї, оброста- 
тимуть політичними  спекуляціями. З'ясувати 
істину зараз дуже важко. Тому все це виглядати- 
ме як спосіб відволікти увагу суспільства від на- 
гальних проблем, за допомогою повернення до 
теми загибелі відомого політика», - підсумовує 
фахівець. 

Загалом політологи сумніваються в тому, що че- 
рез 14 років після трагедії, навіть після змін влади, 
зросли шанси з'ясувати, було це вбивство чи не- 
щасний випадок. Оскільки найреальніше це було 
зробити по гарячих слідах. 


Громадська активістка опинилася у психлікарні 


Дмитро Мороз, Радіо Свобода 

У Запоріжжі громадську  активістку Раїсу 
Радченко, яка боролася з корупцією у сфері 
житлово-комунального господарства та 
правоохоронних органах, забрали до психлікарні. 
За кілька днів до цього вона була в адміністрації 
президента України зі скаргами на місцевих 
чиновників. Прямо із зали суду літню жінку 
силами цілого загону міліції разом із санітарами 
доставили до психоневрологічного диспансеру. 
Родичі та знайомі активістки кажуть, що це була 
помста від влади. 

12 липня у Запорізькому обласному 
психоневрологічному диспансері відбулась нарада 
лікарів-психотерапевтів, згідно якої ухвалене 
рішення про примусове лікування громадської 
активістки Раїси Радченко у цьому закладі. Ii 
забрали до лікарні згідно з рішенням Ленінського 
районного суду 1 3a позовом самої лікарні. Мовляв, 
є скарги від інших громадян щодо її адекватності 
і жінка несе небезпеку для суспільства. Про це в 
інтерв'ю Радіо Свобода сказав головний лікар 
Запорізького обласного  психоневрологічного 
диспансеру Федір Паталах. 

«Вона була оглянута комісією лікарів-психіатрів, 
i сьогодні вона була оглянута. Винесено рішення, 
що таки підтвердило діагноз психічного розладу. 
Вона не згодна з даним рішенням. Це їх право, 
тому лікувальний заклад звертається до суду», - 
зазначає лікар. 

Донька активістки Дар'я Радченко каже, що її 
матір за тиждень до суду взяла довідку про свою 
дієздатність. На це Ленінський районний суд не 
звернув уваги і став на бік психіатрів. Рішення 
ухвалене без участі підсудної. У суді кажуть, що 
активістку повідомили заздалегідь. Її донька, 
як найближчий родич, намагалась завадити 
госпіталізації своєї матері, але працівники міліції 
брутально відштовхнули її разом із її п'ятирічним 
сином. На затримання літньої жінки прибув цілий 


загін міліції та санітари. 

Це помста влади, переконана донька активістки. 
Минулого тижня її матір була в адміністрації 
президента України зі скаргами на дії місцевих 
чиновників. Після цього на активістку почався 
тиск. Тепер жінка побоюється за життя і стан своєї 
матері. 

«Був величезний пакет документів. Він 
потрапив до приймальні президента, міністерства, 
Генеральну прокуратуру, в «Захист прав» до 
Лутковської при Верховній Раді. I після цього 
вона приїхала в Запоріжжя, вже були зняті 
кілька керівників УМВС. І ще у нас в Запоріжжі 
була аварія маршруток, був протест, і вона туди 
потрапила», - це стало останньою краплею, 
переконана Дар'я Радченко. 

Сусіди та представники громадських організацій 
Запоріжжя кажуть, що на Раїсу Радченко давно 
чиниться тиск з боку міської влади. Вона давно 
i системно бореться з корупцією у сфері ЖКГ та 
безладом у міліції. Це стало причиною позову до 
неї. 

«У даній ситуації вона на правильному шляху. 
Вона дуже комусь наступила на мозоль, тому її 
вирішили ізолювати від суспільства. Те, що я 
бачила вчора в Ленінському районному суді, це не 
вкладається ні в які рамки: бити 5-річну дитину- 
інваліда, бити його матір на очах у дитини, 
тягнути за руки бабусю, тягнути мене, волочити 
по всьому коридору, три таких величезних 
працівника міліції», - зазначила у розмові з Радіо 
Свобода лідер громадської організації «Захист 
прав» Валентина Олександрова. 

Лікарі повідомили, що доля Раїси Радченко тепер 
у руках суду. До того моменту вона проходитиме 
примусове лікування y стінах обласного 
психоневрологічного диспансеру. В обласному 
управлінні МВС кажуть, mo затримання 
громадської активістки відбулось законно і щодо 
неї не застосовували силових заходів. 
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Police-abuse protests come to Kyiv 


Cont. from P. 1 


working at a local market to help vendors 
avoid extortion by gangsters. Bondar told 
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service that she asked 
a police officer who approached her to speak 
to her in Ukrainian and he then punched her 
while another officer stood by. 

“When a law enforcement officer allows 
himself to strike a woman, when a law en- 
forcement officer closes his eyes to the mis- 
conduct of another officer, how are we sup- 
posed to deal with such police?” she asked. 

Bondar was treated at a local hospital and 
released. Several police officers, meanwhile, 
were reportedly injured during the storming 
of the police station. 

Over the last few years, cases of alleged po- 
lice abuse have been documented in almost 
every region of Ukraine. The human rights 


watchdog Amnesty International has been 
calling for police reform since at least 2011. 

“Neither the Interior Ministry nor the head 
of our government understands that the po- 
lice force is a mirror of the authorities,” says 
Mykola Palamarchuk, a former deputy inter- 
ior minister who is now a legislator from the 
opposition UDAR party. 

“And that mirror today is dirty and stained. 
The police force is rotting. The police have 
become dangerous to society. Nowadays 
there is an expression that is popular among 
police officers — "а liquid client.’ That is, a 
client from whom you can beat money. This 
structure needs to be rebuilt.” 

The government’s response to the growing 
anger has been limited. Yanukovych said he 
has taken the Vradiyivka case under his per- 
sonal control and some local police officials 


have been dismissed. 

However, Party of Regions lawmakers 
have responded to the wave of attacks 
on police stations by proposing harsher 
punishments for injuring a police officer. 
Svoboda lawmaker Illienko says this call 
amounts to “mocking” the public’s anger 
at the alleged police abuses. 

That anger, says lawmaker Palamarchuk, 
stems from the public perception that the 
police impunity is the result of protection 
from corrupt politicians in the ruling party. 

“The most terrible thing is that an insti- 
tution that should be entirely apolitical is 
now political,” he says. “How do you join 
the police now? If they check you and find 
out that you don’t support the ‘correct’ 
party, they won’t take you in.” 

For its part, the Ukrainian opposition 
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sees areal opportunity in the police-abuse issue 
and the government’s ineffectual response to 
it. It is seeking to capitalize on the widespread 
and growing unrest, according to Kyiv-based 
political analyst Volodymyr Fesenko. 

“They say you have to strike at the weakest 
point and establish a pattern of behavior — so 
that there will be one concession after another 
and the police will feel weakened,” he says. 
“Weakening the police means the neutralization 
of one of the authorities’ main control levers in 
the run-up to the [2015] presidential election.” 

And with the weather warm in Kyiv, and the 
protesters, clearly angry, the demonstration 
could drag on for days or even weeks, pre- 
senting a daunting challenge to the authorities. 
Robert Coalson contributed to this report from 
Prague; RFE/RL Ukrainian Service correspond- 
ent Yevhen Solonyna contributed from Kyiv 


Villagers say alleged police rape just tip of iceberg 


By Yevhen Solonyna and Inna Kuznetsova 

(RFE/RL) —Locals in the south-central 
Ukrainian town of Vradiyivka have 
suspected something was very wrong in their 
police department for many years. 

Their anger exploded into outraged protest 
last month, when hundreds of townspeople 
stormed the police station after 29-year-old 
Iryna Krashkova accused two police officers 
and a local townsman of beating and raping 
her on June 29. 

The government has promised a thorough 
investigation of Krashkova’s allegations. 
The three accused are currently in custody. 

What’s more, prosecutors have begun 
reexamining old cases that Vradiyivka 
residents say were covered up in the past. 

In January 2011, 15-year-old Alina Porkul 
was raped and murdered. Alina’s father, Igor 
Porkul, tells RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service 
that the two cases are similar, at least on their 
surfaces. 

“Judging by the photographs of our 
daughter and Шупа, the attacks were 
identical, similar,” Porkul says. “Their heads 
were beaten. Their eyes were also beaten — 
their left eyes and right cheeks. [Iryna] was 
able to survive her attack, but our daughter 


was thrown into some water, into a pond.” 

Porkul adds that no fingerprints were 
found on his daughter’s possessions — пої 
even hers — indicating to him that “the 
perpetrator knew what he was doing.” 

Residents of Kharkiv rallied on July 5 to 
show their solidarity with the residents of 
Vradiyivka. 

Regional prosecutor Andriy Kurys has 
confirmed that his office has reopened the 
investigation into Alina Porkul’s murder. 

Locals in Vradiyivka say that one of the 
police officers named by Krashkova has long 
had a reputation as a drunkard and a “sadist,” 
and they believe he has been protected for 
some time because of family political 
connections. : 

Although the Porkul case is officially 
unsolved, 11 men have reportedly confessed 
to involvement in the crime. Two of them 
committed suicide after confessing, one 
while in police custody; activists believe the 
confessions were extracted under torture. 

Prosecutor Kurys has also confirmed that 
his office is reinvestigating the two alleged 
suicides. 

While the Porkul case was _ being 
investigated in 2011, Oleksandr Pidhursky1 


Gang rape cover-up 
prosecutor gets new post 


By Oksana Grytsenko, Kyiv Post 

A week after a savage gang rape sparked 
riots in a southern Ukrainian town, its dis- 
trict prosecutor, Serhiy Mochalko, who was 
dismissed for hampering the investigation of 
the crime, has been given a new job as pros- 
ecutor of a neighboring district, the prosecu- 
tor’s office press service said. 

On June 27, Iryna Krashkova, 29, was 
brought to a Vradiyivka hospital in Myko- 
layiv region with severe wounds, claiming 
she had been raped, beaten and robbed by 
two local police officers, Yevhan Dryzhak 
and Dmytro Polishchuk, and a civilian, Ser- 
giy Ryabinenko, who assisted them. Soon 
after, the police arrested Polishchuk and Ri- 
abinenko, but did not arrest Dryzhak, whom 
they said had an alibi. 

Residents of Vradiyivka, believing the alibi 
to be a farce, stormed the local police office 
on July 2, after the prosecutor, Mochalko, 
told local media that Dryzhak was on duty at 
the police station at the time of the crime and 
that video recorded by surveillance cameras 
could prove this. 

The next day, another prosecutor refuted 
Dryzhak’s alibi, saying the video footage 
was blank, and Mochalko had been sacked 
together with the town’s prosecutor and top 
policemen. 

But on July 11, Natalia Abramova, head 
of the Mykolayiv Prosecution press service, 
said that Mochalko had been transferred 


to the prosecutor’s office of neighboring 
Kryvozersky district as an ordinary officer, 
Ukrinform state news agency reported. 

The Kryvozersky district prosecutor’s of- 
fice had denied the transfer of Mochalko ear- 
lier, after opposition lawmaker Andriy Paru- 
biy, who has been closely watching the case, 
brought the information to light on July 10. 

Parubiy believes that others who allegedly 
covered for Dryzhak, who has been con- 
nected to high-ranking Mykolaiv regional 
authorities, should also be held responsible. 

“The problem here is not only in the crime 
itself, but in the fact that the criminals have 
been covered for,” Рагибіу told the Kyiv Post. 

Parubiy added that he was worried the vil- 
lagers involved in the protests could face re- 
taliation, due to the fact that many of them 
have since been called on to the police office 
as witnesses in a probe opened after clashes 
in the town between them and the police. 

“It’s obvious that the witness could be eas- 
ily transformed into a suspect,” he said. 

Earlier the officials assured the public that 
no one would be punished for participating 
in the protests. 

Additionally, on July 12, Minister of In- 
terior Affairs Vitaliy Zakharchenko sacked 
nine police officers, including Mykolayiv 
regional Police Chief Valentyn Parseniuk, 
his deputy and the head of the police staffing 
department, as a result of an internal investi- 
gation into the Vradiyivka gang rape. 


allegedly hanged himself in a jail cell 
after being held by police without outside 
contact for seven days. 

Pidhurskyi’s mother, Vera, says she does 
not know to this day why her son was 
detained. 

“T didn’t know why they took him away. 
Maybe they wanted him to sign something. 
We'll have to find out,” Pidhurska says. 
“He managed to tell me they hadn’t given 
him any food or even water for three days. 
I took him some food on the fifth day and 
they tore the bag out of his hands and told 
him: *You’ll do what you have to do and 
then you will eat.’” 

Pidhurska joined the protest at the 
Vradiyivka police station. She says she 
was shocked to see the police officer who 
arrested her son standing near Deputy 
Interior Minister Viktor Dubovik as he 
tried to mollify the angry crowd. 

She has applied to the Interior Ministry 
to investigate her son’s death but has not 
received any reply. 

Thor Slobodyanyuk, a member of the 
Ukrainian Union of Psychotherapists, 
tells RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service that 
the unexpected explosion of violence and 


anger at the Vradiyivka police station indicates 
there may be much to investigate there. 

“This isn’t an isolated case. A lot has happened 
there,” Slobodyanyuk says. “Local residents — 
if they speak about how it is hard for them to 
look police officers in the face, about how they 
look down [in such encounters] — this means 
they lived practically under a reign of terror. 
And it was this contained tension that, naturally, 
produced such violent consequences.” 

Activists in Ukraine say the situation 
in Vradiyivka is far from unique and that 
frustrations with the alleged impunity of 
law-enforcement officials and politicians are 
widespread. 

Volodymyr Chemerys is a rights activist with 
the For Peaceful Protest nongovernmental 
organization in Kyiv. 

“Social tensions in Ukraine are accumulating 
and becoming more and more acute,” Chemerys 
says. “Ukraine has long been pregnant with 
revolution. And we can see this because there 
are more and more protests, and more and more 
they are focused on social issues.” 

He points to recent demonstrations by victims 
of the 1986 Chornobyl nuclear power plant 
disaster and a protest in which coal miners in 
Luhansk Oblast occupied the mine’s offices. 


Policemen suspended while 
attack on activist investigated 


By Anna Shamanska, Kyiv Post 

Two minor Kyiv district police officers 
were suspended from their duties for the 
duration of an investigation into alleged 
beating of a woman on June 12. 

The alleged beating by a policeman 
caused a public stir that led to a storming 
of the Svyatoshyn police station on July 
12. As a result, 11 officers were injured 
and nine of them remain in the hospital, 
according to a police spokesperson. 

Public outrage against police officers 
have been growing increasingly common 
in the past few weeks, intensifying after a 
gang rape in southern Ukrainian province of 
Мукоїаїу that involved two police officers. 

The rape and beating of a 29-year-old 
woman, and a subsequent attempt to cover 
up the crimes, caused mass riots. Pub- 
lic anger and pressure escalated to the 
point that first the interior minister, then 
president interfered in the ongoing rape 
investigation. 

In Kyiv, on July 12, a police officer al- 
legedly attacked a female political activist 
who asked him to speak Ukrainian during 
his confrontation with illegal vendors at 
Svyatoshino market in Kyiv. According 
to a Coalition of Participants of the Or- 
ange Revolution statement, the policeman 
hit their activist, who is only identified as 
Iryna. She sustained heavy bruising, ac- 
cording to CPOR. 

Police, on the other hand, said their of- 


ficer held out his hand to stop the activist, but 
confirmed that she was bruised on the chest. 

As a result of the incident, the main office of 
the Ministry of Internal Affairs in Kyiv is lead- 
ing the official inquiry and prosecutor’s office 
is leading criminal proceedings into abuse of 
power by Andriy Hannysyk, the accused of- 
ficer, said Olha Bilyk, deputy chief of public 
affairs of the Main Department of the Ministry 
of Internal Affairs. 

Until the proceedings are over, lieutenant 
Hannysyk, and his chief, head of the Svya- 
toshyn Department of Internal Affairs Yuriy 
Hladik, are suspended. 

As of July 15, 11 police officers are reported 
to have required medical help as the result of 
the clashes between the police and activists 
that followed the alleged assault. Nine of the 
policemen remain hospitalized with various 
injuries, including bone fractures and intoxica- 
tion from gas that was allegedly used by the 
civil attackers. 

The Ukrainian media reported that most of the 
attackers were representatives of the same Coali- 
tion of Participants of the Orange Revolution, an 
organization known for aggressive street actions. 
Representatives of Svoboda right-wing party and 
other groups were also involved. 

The mob knocked down a fence surrounding 
Svyatoshino police department on the night of 
July 12, but Bilyk said that the police will not 
press any charges against the attackers — at least 
until all the official criminal proceedings are over 
in the criminal case against the policeman. 
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Ukraine — where the 
cops are criminals 


When Mick Jagger first wrote the line “Just as all the cops are crim- 
inals...” he meant it in a caustic sense. The song “Sympathy for the 
Devil”, often misinterpreted as a satanic piece, was actually a litany of 
humanity’s evil acts throughout history. (Our readers may be interested 
in knowing that one of these evil acts singled out in the piece was the 
1917 Communist Revolution in Russia.) But when applied to the current 
situation in Ukraine, that one line takes on a very literal sense. So much 
so that a respected institution like Amnesty International has gone so far 
as to call Ukraine’s police force “little more than a criminal enterprise” 

Amnesty International has been calling on Ukraine to establish an ef- 
fective system to investigate police abuses since 2011, and has continued 
to document numerous cases of torture, extortion and abuse by officers. 
These crimes usually go unpunished as the local prosecutors tasked with 
investigating routinely refuse to bring charges against their colleagues in 
the police. 

This latest call comes after hundreds of residents tried to storm the 
Svatoshyno police station in Kyiv on July 12 after reports that a police 
officer had punched a young woman in the stomach when she asked him 
to speak to her in Ukrainian rather than Russian. She was hospitalised 
with a suspected broken rib after the assault. Imagine her gall? Expecting 
an officer of the law to speak the official language of the country he is 
supposed to be serving instead of that of its historic oppressors. 

That violent reaction to police abuse came two weeks after a similar 
incident in the south-central Ukrainian town of Vradiyivka when hun- 
dreds of townspeople stormed the police station after 29-year-old Iryna 
Krashkova accused two police officers and a local townsman of beating 
and raping her on June 29. 

What’s more townspeople say the Krashkova incident is not an iso- 
lated one. They point to a similar one in January 2011 when 15-year-old 
Alina Porkul was raped and murdered. In that case 11 men reportedly 
confessed to involvement in the crime. Two of them committed suicide 
after confessing, one while in police custody; activists believe the con- 
fessions were extracted under torture. 

Confessions obtained by torture are routine in Ukrainian jails. Even 
children are subjected to this treatment. 

Initially in the case of Krashkova, authorities tried to cover up the 
role of the police. And following the explosion of popular anger, district 
prosecutor Serhiy Mochalko was dismissed for hampering the investiga- 
tion of the crime. Yet a week later he has been given a new job as pros- 
ecutor of a neighboring district, 

In fact nepotism and political connections are rampant in Ukraine’s 
police and judicial system. Justices get appointed because they will fol- 
low the will of the president and the ruling elite, not because they respect 
the authority of the law. 

Ukraine has become a frighteningly lawless society. It is a lawlessness 
that starts right at the top and permeates down to the lower levels. 

The president, who himself is a convicted criminal, jails his political 
opponents under trumped up charges, judges reverse election results by 
eliminating as many as 33,000 votes, deputies buy up seats in the Rada 
to stay out of jail, illegally vote for absent colleagues and so on. Is it any 
wonder that local police commit rape, beatings, torture and even mur- 
der? 

There are signs that the people themselves are rising up and demand- 
ing action — despite the potential retribution this may bring. Activists 
have been marching from Vradiyivka to Kyiv conducting protest actions 
along the way. More turmoil is expected in the capital. A lawless society 
can survive only so long before the people decide to take action into 
their own hands. Maybe that is what is now beginning in Ukraine. 


Ukrainian Меуу5/Українські вісті, July 18 - 31, 18 - 31 липня, 2013 


Double standards 


By Шог Broda 

The byzantine world of international politics and 
diplomacy is filled with intrigue, scheming, devious- 
ness and double standards. Nowhere is this more ap- 
parent than in the appeasement of Putin’s neo-fascist 
imperialist regime. How quickly the results of appeas- 
ing Hitler in the 1930’s are forgotten! 

At the G-8 summit of 2010 held in Canada, G-8 
leaders agreed to a joint declaration celebrating the 
65th Anniversary of the WW II “victory over fas- 
cism”, ignoring that Putin had by then recreated a neo- 
fascist state in Russia complete with a “Putinjugend” 
called “Nashi’”’. Forgotten was the fact that Stalin had 
supplied Hitler with natural resources and was an ally 
from 1939 to 1941 which allowed Nazi Germany to 
rearm and embroil Europe in a devastating war. “For- 
gotten is that Hitler studied and learned from Stalin, 
whose image Putin is rehabilitating.” Also forgotten, 
was the fact that Putin has revived Russia’s historic 
messianic imperialism and seeks to revive the Russian 
empire which masqueraded as the Soviet Union in the 
last century. 

Putin, the butcher of Chechnya, inflicted genocide 
on its people and the world silently looked on. Russia 
invaded and partitioned Georgia in August 2008 and 
by March 2009 the US adopted a “reset policy” in its 
relations with Russia as if nothing had happened. Ger- 
many and France have bestowed their highest civilian 
honours on Putin. 

Putin has moved Russia boldly into the past! Num- 
erous journalists have been murdered, freedom of the 
press has been severely curtailed, demonstrators for 
democracy have been imprisoned, elections have not 
been free and fair, rule of law is non-existent, there is 
massive corruption, the common people live at a sub- 
sistence level of existence, dead men are ghoulishly 
put on trial (Magnitsky), orphans are used as polit- 
ical pawns, and his regirne has engaged in selective 
prosecution of political opponents (Khodorkovsky 
and Navalny to name only two). Ukrainian NGOs in 
Russia have been liquidated and Ukrainian language 
education is almost non-existent. The list is endless. 

Human rights have been severely eroded contrary to 
the UN Declaration on Human Rights, the charter of 
the OSCE, the European Charter and numerous other 
international agreements and democratic norms. 

Notwithstanding all of this, Russia became the 
host of the 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi, remains 
a member of the G-8, even being allowed to assume 
the presidency for the coming year culminating in the 
hosting of the next G-8 summit in Sochi in June 2014. 
In 2012, Russia was allowed to become a member of 
the World Trade Organization (WTO). 

I am no fan of president Yanukovych, the exact op- 
posite, but he is a babe in the woods compared to Putin, 
although he seeks to create a clone regime modeled on 
what Putin and his cronies have created in Russia. In 
dealing with Ukraine should the international com- 
munity apply a double standard compared to the utter 
lack of standards being expected of Russia? 

The selective and contrived prosecution of Yulia 
Tymoshenko and her subsequent conviction and con- 
tinued imprisonment, compounded by deterioration of 
her health, has caused leaders of the European Union 
(EU) to insist that she must be released as a precon- 
dition to an already initialized association agreement 
being finalized between the EU and Ukraine in Моу- 
ember 2013. President Yanukovych, the man respon- 
sible for her prosecution and imprisonment has so far 
refused to release her. It is impossible to determine 
whether he and EU leaders are engaging in brinks- 
manship, and whether someone will blink first. 

Of course, anyone who is a humanitarian, respects 
democratic principles and fundamental justice, should 
continue to demand her release. But what if Yanuko- 
vych does not blink, and fails to release her? Some 
commentators have pointed out that former president 
Victor Yushchenko has publicly stated that “Ukraine’s 
future is more important than the fate of one woman.” 
Yulia Tymoshenko, the victim, has herself encour- 
aged the EU not to tie her fate to Ukraine’s finalizing 
and association agreement. Whatever his failings as 
president or as a human being, for having vindictively 
testified against her, when two historical political foes 
agree, their views should prevail. The EU should rat- 
ify and finalize the association agreement even if they 
have to hold their noses while doing so. 

As the public relations gesture release of Yuri Lut- 
senko has shown, releasing Tymoshenko in and of it- 
self will not cause the self-serving plutocrats which 
govern Ukraine to significantly change their authori- 
tarian ways. This corrupt elite should not be allowed 
to scuttle an agreement of such important historical 
and long-term significance to the people of Ukraine, 
whose interests should be paramount. 


in the EU and G-8 


Anyone with even a superficial knowledge of the 
Ukraine’s history should understand that a European 
path is the most beneficial and even essential path 
for Ukraine to take. Since the ill-advised Pereyaslav 
Treaty of 1654, Ukraine has been subjected to ethno- 
cide, linguicide and genocide by Russia and continued 
oppression and subjugation. History dictates that 
when faced with a stark choice between association 
with the EU and Russian imperialist projects, a Com- 
mon Economic Space or Custom’s Union or Eurasian 
Union, Ukraine’s answer must be a resounding “Never 
Again.’ 

Putin’s Russia continues to promote its propagand- 
ized and chauvinistic version of history that Ukrainians 
and Russians are really one nation, that the Ukrainian 
language is an artificial creation, and that Ukraine’s 
current independence is only a temporary aberration. 
Russia has always regarded and still regards, Ukrain- 
ians as “untermenschen” (sub-humans according to 
Hitler) and Ukrainians should not tolerate this attitude 
in perpetuity. 

The association agreement with Ukraine is also in 
the interests of Europe and the EU, and is the vision- 
ary alternative. Ratification will give the EU greater 
leverage to insist on significant reforms in Ukraine, 
including greater monitoring of the presidential elec- 
tion of 2015, by which the people of Ukraine can rid 
themselves of Yanukovych if the election is truly free 
and fair. Yanukovych’s loss will give the EU the last 
laugh, more than adequate compensation for holding 
their noses while ratifying the association agreement. 

It is in the best interests of Europe, which has itself 
been subjected to economic coercion by Russia, to 
prevent Russia from reconstituting its old authoritar- 
ian empire. Associating Ukraine with the EU, could 
effectively cause Russia’s imperialist project, the Eur- 
asian Economic Union to flounder and stagnate. Rus- 
sia may have to reconsider its imperialistic ambitions 
and perhaps itself consider an association agreement 
with the EU, which would benefit the further econom- 
ic development of Russia greatly and perhaps move 
its political philosophy from the middle ages into the 
21st. century. This would have a positive effect for the 
people of Russia themselves, as well as safeguarding 
long-term political and economic stability in Europe. 

However, the recent G-8 summit in the UK, shows 
that the right hand may not know what the left is doing. 
Four members of the G-8 are prominent members of 
the EU which itself has observer status. The Leader’s 
communiqué stated: “We also welcome the trade and 
economic integration of Russia with some of the coun- 
tries in the region, which will be pursued in line with 
World Trade Organization (WTO) principles.” This 
was undoubtedly included at Russia’s insistence and 
the document does not disclose any serious conces- 
sions by Russia on Syria or other contentious issues. 
Just another example of capitulation and appeasement. 

This statement is counter-productive as it gives no 
incentive to Yanukovych to mend his authoritarian 
ways. It provides support for those in Ukraine who 
oppose EU association preferring economic integra- 
tion with Russia, and provides incentive for Russia to 
continue its economic and political coercion. Support- 
ers of EU association can only be disheartened. 

It is extremely difficult to understand why the G-8 
would relegate people already living under dictator- 
ial regimes in Belarus and Kazakhstan, to continue to 
do so under the “protectorate” of Russia. Potentially, 
Ukraine could be relegated to inclusion in this imper- 
ialist project of Russia. Did western democracies learn 
nothing from the Yalta agreement of 1945? The people 
of Eastern Europe were expendable then and those of 
the former Soviet Union are still expendable now. 

The president of the Ukrainian World Congress, 
Eugene Czolij, has already sought clarification of 
this statement from leading officials of the EU and its 
numerous agencies. At present it is difficult to predict 
what effect it will have on the finalization of the as- 
sociation agreement. Czolij pointed out that the EU is 
well-aware of Russia’s excessive pressure on Ukraine 
to join its Eurasian Economic Union, which is in es- 
sence an attempt to “re-Sovietize” the region. 

Ukraine has itself muddied the waters in June by 
signing a Memorandum of Understanding seeking 
observer status in Russia’s Eurasian Economic Union. 
Clear evidence of Russia’s imperialist intentions is 
its insistence that Ukraine can’t both participate in its 
Custom’s Union and finalize the association agree- 

ment with the EU. Czolij also has written to president 
Yanukovych calling on Ukraine to stop any further 
actions leading to any association with the Eurasian 
Economic Union 

Canada and the US are both seeking some associa- 
tion with the EU and of course are members of NATO. 
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Klitschko likely to 


By Oleg Varfolomeyev 

(Jamestown Foundation) —The world 
heavyweight boxing champion, Vitaly 
Klitschko, may become the strongest 
challenger to the incumbent President Viktor 
Yanukovych in the presidential election 
scheduled for early 2015, recent opinion 
polls show. If his popularity stands the test 
of time, Ukraine may, for the first time, elect 
a president who became popular long before 
he came into politics, who is multilingual 
and decidedly pro-Western. However, to 
reach that point, Klitschko will have to 
convince opposition-minded Ukrainians that 
he is their best candidate. 

While Yanukovych’s most outspoken critic, 
former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, 
remains behind bars, jailed for abuse of office 
in preparing controversial gas contracts with 
the Russian energy giant Gazprom in 2009, 
Klitschko’s popularity as an opposition 
leader has been rapidly rising. In December 
2012, the pollsters Razumkov, Democratic 
Initiatives and Sofia indicated he enjoyed 
12-16 percent support among the Ukrainian 
public, against Yanukovych’s 23-26 percent. 
But already in May 2013, GfK was the first 
pollster to claim that Klitschko was on a par 
with Yanukovych, each having 16 percent. 
In Razumkov’s poll, Klitschko was five 
percentage points behind Yanukovych but 
three points ahead of Tymoshenko. Later on, 
the Kyiv International Institute of Sociology 
(KIS) claimed that Klitschko overtook 
Yanukovych with 16 percent against 14 
percent, followed by Fatherland party 
parliament faction leader Arseny Yatsenyuk 
with 10 percent. However, SOCIS found 
that in late May Klitschko was still behind 
Yanukovych, with 16 percent against 18 
percent, followed by Yatsenyuk with 10 
percent. Like most other pollsters, KIIS and 
SOCIS did not include Tymoshenko on their 
lists. As a convict, she is not allowed to run 
for president according to the law. 

Klitschko entered politics in the wake of the 
“Orange Revolution” of November—December 
2004, a peaceful popular uprising in Kyiv 
that was prompted by the then government’s 
attempts to rig a presidential election. The 
nationalist pro-Western former banker Viktor 
Yushchenko, who eventually won the election, 
chose Klitschko as an advisor after the latter 
had just become world boxing champion. 
Klitschko lost mayoral eléetions in Kyiv in 
2006 and 2008, but waselected to the city 
council and became the leader of his own 
party there. Last year, his party UDAR (Punch 
in Ukrainian and Russian; interestingly, 
many Ukrainians do not realize that this is an 
abbreviation for the Ukrainian Democratic 
Alliance for Reforms) came up from obscurity 
to surprisingly finish third in the parliamentary 

race. Furthermore, several weeks before the 
election, opinion polls predicted that UDAR 
might come in second ahead of Fatherland, the 


party headed by Tymoshenko. 

Klitschko claimed that his party would 
have fared better if other opposition parties 
had not campaigned against it. Klitschko 
was indeed attacked from both sides: while 
Yanukovych’s Party of Regions and the 
Communists portrayed him as too nationalist 
and too pro-Western, rivals from the 
opposition camp, especially after his refusal 
to build a coalition with Fatherland and the 
far-right Freedom party, dropped hints about 
his links to the hateful oligarchs and claimed 
that once in parliament, his team would join 
the government. Both camps tried to exploit 
Klitschko’s apparent failure to articulate 
his goals and his reluctance to take a stance 
on such controversial issues as the Russian 
language and mass anti-government protests. 

However, this apparent indecisiveness and 
lack of ideology may be an asset in a country 
deeply divided along cultural and linguistic 
lines and mistrustful of career politicians. 
Unlike his main rivals — Yanukovych, 
Tymoshenko and Arseniy Yatsenyuk, 
whose own party, Front of Change, recently 
merged with Fatherland — Klitschko has 
never served in the government so he is not 
associated with the kleptocratic ruling elite. 
As he himself put it, as a renowned and rich 
sportsman he does not “need privileges, a 
salary, land or a bonus to [his] pension”. 

Klitschko is less radical than Fatherland, 
let alone Freedom. This may attract liberal 
and indecisive voters both in eastern and 
western Ukraine. His other advantage is 
that, unlike Tymoshenko, Yanukovych 
or any other Ukrainian president before 
Yanukovych, Klitschko can speak with 
Western politicians in their languages, 
English and German. Also, though born 
a Russophone, Klitschko has made great 
strides in learning Ukrainian. While he 
barely spoke a word in Ukrainian when he 
entered politics, now Klitschko prefers this 
language to Russian when in public. As a 
boxer, Klitschko lived in Germany for many 
years since 1996 when he was very young. 
This most likely influenced his views and 
culture, probably making him more easily 
understood in the West than Yushchenko, 
Tymoshenko or Yanukovych who have often 
been viewed as unpredictable. 

Klitschko does have weaknesses. He is 
apparently not strong in economics, and 
despite his multilingualism, he often comes 
off as tongue-tied. Also, he does not have a 
stable electoral base as his party’s voters tend 
to be either those who were disappointed with 
other parties or those who are apolitical and 
inclined to vote for a celebrity — especially 
the younger generation. This makes him 
vulnerable to low voter turnouts, as the 
parliamentary election showed last year. 
Still, Klitschko now has a year and a half 
ahead of him to overcome his weaknesses 
and build on his strengths. 


Double standards in the EU and G-8 


Cont. from P. 6 


Being countries that border on the Pacilic 
Ocean they also belong to Asia-Pacific Eco- 
nomic Cooperation (APEC) a forum of 21 
Pacific countries which also includes Russia. 
Russia also belongs to the Shanghai Cooper- 
ation Organization (SCO) with China and 
other Asian countries. Logically and consist- 
ent with its sovereignty Ukraine should be 
able to seek association with any organiza- 
tion that can provide present and future eco- 
nomic benefits to Ukraine. 

However, the stark reality is that Ukraine 
can’t choose both association with the EU 
and the Eurasian Economic Union. Again, 


Ukraine’s history and Russia’s regression 
into imperialist authoritarianism dictate that 
it must choose the European path to survive 
as an independent state. The EU should stop 
using Tymoshenko’s imprisonment as a pre- 
text for not finalizing the association agree- 
ment but not cease its efforts to free her. Ul- 
timately, this is the best long-term choice for 
the EU, Ukraine and for the people of Rus- 
sia, whose interests are not best served by 
Putin and his self-serving “stagnation autoc- 
racy”. Democracies should always seek to 
expand the frontiers of freedom. Hypocrisy 
and double standards and do not serve this 
goal. 


Remembering the 1943 
challenge Yanukovych| Volhynian massacre. 


By Alexander J. Motyl 

(Ukraine’s Orange Blues) —This month 
marks the 80th anniversary of the brutal 
Polish-Ukrainian conflict that tore apart 
Volhynia in 1943 and produced tens of 
thousands of deaths. 

There are several points of controversy. 
First, just how many people were killed? 
Second, who did the killing and why? Third, 
how should the killings be characterized? 
And fourth, who should condemn the killings 
and/or apologize for them? 

Estimates of Polish victims of Ukrainian 
violence range from 30,000 to 100,000 
(the spread is reminiscent of the estimates 
for the Ukrainian famine of 1932-1933: 
3 to 10 million); estimates of Ukrainian 
victims of Polish violence range from 
15,000 to 30,000. All the estimates are 
“guesstimates.” After all, documentation is 
either non-existent or unreliable; it’s difficult 
to determine who was killed and who fled 
(and many thousands obviously fled); and 
survivors always have a tendency to inflate 
the numbers of victims (earlier estimates 
of those who died in the Gulag reached 
as high as 40 million, many times the real 
number). In addition, some people count 
only one region and a narrow time period; 
others look at several regions and many 
years. Considering that Ukrainians were 
extremely poorly armed, a 100,000:15,000 
“kill ratio” strikes me as implausible: we’d 
expect that kind of imbalance from a conflict 
between a regular army and guerrillas. That 
said, it’s pretty clear that Ukrainians did 
far more killing than Poles. The difference 
in the number of casualties may be due to 
the greater ruthlessness of the Ukrainians 
or, more likely, to the larger size of the 
Ukrainian population in the contested region. 
Other things being equal, majorities usually 
outfight minorities, and the Poles were a 
minority in Volhynia. 

Who carried out the killings? Fingers 
usually get pointed at Ukrainian nationalists 
on the one hand and Polish nationalists 
on the other. According to the simplistic 
narratives, both sides were presumably 
driven by their extremist ideologies — 
the Ukrainians by a desire to cleanse the 
territory of Poles, the Poles by a desire to 
keep the Ukrainians oppressed. The reality 
was rather more complicated. Volhynia was 
part of the Reichskommissariat Ukraine, 
tuled by the brutal Erich Koch, who treated 
Slavs as Untermenschen. Ву 1942-1943, 
the Germans were playing Poles off against 
Ukrainians, while Soviet partisans were 
making forays into and destabilizing the 
region. After Stalingrad, Polish nationalists 
hoping to control Volhynia in anticipation of 
a Nazi withdrawal were cooperating with the 
Soviets. Ukrainian nationalists were fighting 
the Germans and the partisans and, fearful 
of a Soviet return, also aspired to control the 
area. Given the depth of preexisting Polish- 
Ukrainian animosity (in large part caused by 
the oppressive policies of the interwar Polish 
state), it was no surprise that the violence 
erupted as part peasant Jacquerie, part armed 
resistance, part political struggle, and part 
ethnic violence apparently initiated by one 
Ukrainian nationalist guerrilla commander. 

How should the killings be characterized? 
There is no doubt that they were “mass 
killings.” But were they also forms of 
ethnic cleansing, war crimes, and, perhaps, 
even genocide? Or were both sides simply 
conducting brutal “national liberation 
struggles” or a "маг"? 

The case for war is pretty strong. Both 
Ukrainians and Poles had armed forces 
and political organizations attempting to 


establish, to quote Max Weber’s definition 
of a state, “a monopoly of violence” in 
a given territory. When armies fight, we 
often call that a war. The case for national 
liberation struggle is also persuasive, as 
both Ukrainians and Poles were obviously 
hoping to free their nations from presumed 
oppression and build states. There is no 
doubt that both sides committed atrocities 
and war crimes, with Ukrainians probably 
committing more than Poles. The case for 
ethnic cleansing is weaker, inasmuch as 
the violence appears to have been only 
partly premeditated. The case for genocide 
is weakest. We usually restrict the term to 
the slaughter of hundreds of thousands, if 
not millions, and we usually insist that the 
perpetrators suffer few or no casualties. My 
own preference is for “ethnic violence,” 
a category that immediately places the 
Polish-Ukrainian conflict in a comparative 
framework and enables us to make sense 
of it in social-science terms. Whatever your 
preferred term, it’s clear that there was 
widespread savagery. For what it’s worth, 
contemporary Poles and Ukrainians can take 
heart from the fact that the atrocities their 
countrymen and countrywomen committed 
pale in comparison to the Gulag and the 
Holocaust as well as to scores of World 
War II mass killings such as Hiroshima, 
Nagasaki, Nanking, Dresden, Lidice, and 
Katyn. 

Who should condemn the violence and 
killings? The answer is obvious: everyone. 
Whoever is concerned with violations of 
human rights in any part of the world has a 
moral obligation to condemn all violations 
of human rights in all parts of the world. 
But be careful. Human rights entail a huge 
responsibility: for your condemnation of 
violence by Ukrainians and Poles to be 
credible, you must be no less condemnatory 
of violence perpetrated by Americans, 
Russians, Germans, French, Chinese, Jews, 
Palestinians, Turks, Brazilians, Paraguayans, 
and everybody else. If only Ukrainian or 
Polish violence bothers you, than you are in 
fact being indifferent to human rights and 
pursuing a political agenda. 

Who should apologize? It can’t be 
“Poland” or “Ukraine,” because neither state 
existed in 1943 (although there was a Polish 
government-in-exile in London) and neither 
existing state has the right to speak on behalf 
of individual Poles or Ukrainians in 1943. 
(And, besides, would it work for President 
Yanukovych to act as Ukraine’s conscience 
given the harm his own party has done to 
the country?) It can’t be “the Poles” or “the 
Ukrainians” either, because collective guilt 
does not exist. 

Obviously, as in all cases of wrongdoing, 
the people who should apologize are the 
people who committed the wrongdoing. 
Truth and reconciliation committees along 
the lines of those in post-apartheid South 
Africa might be the way to go for both 
Poland and Ukraine: let the few surviving 
perpetrators confess and tell the truth and 
then go home. 

Finally, the Ukrainian and Polish political 
organizations that claim lineage with their 
wartime undergrounds might want to issue 
apologies. They’ll protest on the grounds 
that apologies would sully their sacrifices on 
behalf of the cause. But they’d be wrong. The 
best way to underscore that their principles 
are grounded in genuine liberation and 
genuine freedom is to condemn unsavory 
aspects of their pasts and thereby signal that 
their visions of national liberation rest on an 
unwavering commitment to human rights for 
all. 


, 


"Концерт "Золоті Голоси": 
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Celebrity, Sympho 


Dr Andes Rogbicki 


Celebrity Symphony Оркестра під батутою д-р. A. Розбіцького, Xopu Левада і Оріон Торонто (YMA) — мист. керівник maecpo Ігор Магега 


Солісти: Мацьей Мецінковський (Гданск), Малторжата Валевська (Варшава), Василь Грохольський (Київ, Краків), Голлі Чаплин (Торонто) 


Ще Торонто небачило такого концерту! 


Галина Синчук 

Нещодавно в Торонто відбулася уніклкальна подія 
- грандіозний гала - концерт «Золоті голоси» («Соїдеп 
Voices»), на який прийшли майже півтори тисячі гляда- 
чів. І вони не були розчаровані, бо в залі відбувалося ве- 
лике свято - фестиваль, на якому панувала її Величність 


Edmonton, AB TSH 2M3 


Estonia 
UzbelRistan 
Kazakhstarr 
Kyrgyzstan 


Чак infermation 


FLOWERS AND GUTS 


— МУЗИКА. Музика високого татунку, найвищої про- 
би. Організував таке величне музичне дійство маестро 
Andrew Rozbicki - керівник Toronto Celebrity Symphony 
Orchestra - доктор музичного мистецтва, Заслужений 
діяч культури, широко відомий серед світової музич- 
ної громадськості музикант, диригент, інструменталіст, 


педагог. Маестро вже традиційно організовує концерти 
«Золоті голоси» у Торонто, але кожен такий концерт є 
неповторним і стає у нашому місті великим музичним 
святом. До участі у цьогорічному гала — концерті «30- 
лоті голоси» було запрошено більше 150 артистів: ор- 
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Pysanka Festival puts on biggest show ever 


(UkrNews) —The Vegreville 
Cultural Association celebrated its 
40" anniversary with its biggest 
show ever, July 5 -7. 

“We wanted to step it up and have 
every day different, different dance 
groups, different choirs and dif- 
ferent bands every day this year,” 
Association President Tim Baydala 
told Ukrainian News. This was a 
first for the festival. 

ЧІ think it went really well. We 
had free admission this year. We 
had all kinds of people mingling 
around. Our vendors were happy 
people were just here to celebrate 
it was great,” he added. 

Former Alberta Premier Ed Stel- 
mach and his wife Marie served as 
hospodar and hospodynia for this 
year’s festival. 

There were three different MCs 
as well — one for each of the three 
days. 

They included World FM Radio’s 
Roman Brytan, CFCW Radio’s 
Steven Chwok and Taras Shey- 


chenko Foundation President An- 
drew Hladyshevsky. 

Two of the groups performing 
this year — the Dnipro Choir and 
the Cheremosh Ukrainian Dance 
Company were there for the very 
first festival in 1974. 

Other Grandstand perform- 
ers included the A.L. Horton 
School Ukrainian Bilingual Pro- 
gram; Darmohrai from Vinnytsia, 
Ukraine; Drea Lee; the Edmonton 
Male Chorus; the Edmonton Viter 
Ukrainian Dancers and Folk Choir; 
Emile Kryvenchuk; Millenia; Na- 
diya Ukrainian Choreographic 
Ensemble; Promin; Shumka; Sop- 
ilka Ukrainian Dancers; Trembita 
Big Band; Ukrainian Old Timers 
Band; Victor the Comedian; Viva 
Rozvaha; Vohon and Volya. 

The Cultural Showcase featured: 
Balada; Bavarian Schuhplattlers; 
Les Blés d’Or ; Nighthawks Band; 
Northern Kings; Serbian Opanak; 
Two Hills Ukrainian Dancers and 
Yuna Volya. 


Counterclockwise from top: Shumka; Edmonton Viter 
Ukrainian Dancers and Folk Choir; Nadiya Ukrainian 
Choreographic Ensemble; Hospodynia Marie and Hospodar 
Ed Stelmach. (All Photos by Marco Levytsky) 


ITALIAN 
BUFFET 


5.30-8:30 PM 


SOUP | 
SALAD BAR 
_ ENTREES 
& DESSERT 


Special new events included the | | 


Kule Folklore Seminars and the 
Ivana Kupala Workshops offered 
by the Arts of Life Studio. 

Emile Kryvenchuk was inducted 
into the Ukrainian Music Hall of 
Honour. 

Other activities included Folk 
Arts & Workshops; a Pancake 
Breakfast; Pioneer Displays & 
Demonstrations; Bread Baking, 
Trace Your Roots the Yarmarok, 
Beer Garden and Band Showcase; 
Zabavas and, of course, Ukrainian 
food. 
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Януковича 


попросили 


віддати Путіну Севастополь 


Володимир Притула, Радіо Свобода 

У Сімферополі 0 група активістів 
проросійських організацій / пікетувала 
9 липня Генеральне консульство Росії. 
Учасники акції пропонують президентові 
України Вікторові Януковичу віддати Се- 
вастополь Росії, а російського керівника 
Владіміра Путіна вони закликають розпо- 
чати з офіційним Києвом переговори про 
це. Як компроміс проросійські активісти 
пропонують обміняти Крим i Севасто- 
поль на борг, який, за версією «Газпро- 
му», виник за недобір Україною закон- 
трактованого російського газу. 

Координатор Народного фронту 
«Севастополь-Крим-Росія» Валерій Под- 
ьячий заявив, що у свій день народжен- 
ня Янукович міг би ухвалити «мудре 
рішення» і відмовитися від того, що «йому 
неналежить». Подьячий має на увазі місто 
Севастополь. Саме до 20-ї річниці ухва- 
лення Верховною радою Росії постанови 
«Про статус міста Севастополя», яка ста- 
вить під сумнів українську юрисдикцію 
над цим містом, проросійські активісти 
пікетували Генконсульство Росії. 

«Вікторе Федоровичу! У свій день на- 
родження поверніть те, що вам ніколи не 
дарували, бо Крим і Севастополь не на- 
лежать Україні. Росія підтвердила свій 
суверенітет над ними, в тому числі по- 
становою від 9 липня 1992 року - про 
російський федеральний статус міста Се- 
вастополя», - заявив Подьячий. 

За його словами, ці акти потім не ска- 
совувалися, тож «російський суверенітет 
над півостровом нікому не передавався», 
а юрисдикція, яку здійснює Україна над 
Кримом i Севастополем, «має тимчасовий 
характер», сказав Подьячий. Він зазначає, 
що Москва могла б запропонувати Києву 
«компроміс» — обміняти "Севастополь 
на ті 7 мільярдів доларів, які «Газпром» 
вимагає від України на недобір газу за 
контрактом. 

У зверненні до Путіна, яке організатори 
акції передали до російського генконсуль- 
ства, мовиться, що «переговори про ста- 
тус Севастополя можуть бути відновлені у 


будь-який момент», 1 сьогодні «подальші 
ініціативи Росії в цьому напрямку знай- 
дуть величезну масову підтримку з 
боку жителів півострова». Звернення 
офіційно прийняв консул-радник Андрей 
Релкін, пообіцявши відправити папір по 
інстанції. 

Кримський аналітик Андрій Іванець 
цей захід називає «відвертою політичною 
спекуляцією». Він каже, що  по- 
при маргінальність проросійських 
сепаратистів, їхні акції проходять із за- 
програмованою регулярністю і відчутною 
спрямованістю на внесення напруження в 
українсько-російські відносини. 

За словами експерта, територіальні су- 
перечки між Україною i Росією не ма- 
ють ніякого юридично-правового сен- 
су. «Існують і міждержавні договори, і 
міжнародні угоди, які однозначно визна- 
ють і кордони сучасної України, і кордони 
сучасної Росії. Певний час це сприйма- 
лося частиною кримської громадськості 
в Криму проблемно, але на сьогоднішній 
день широкого суспільного резонансу такі 
акції не матимуть. А спроби маргінальних 
сил знову піднімати територіальне питан- 
ня підтримує, якщо дивитися на публічні 
заходи, абсолютно незначна кількість лю- 
дей», - зазначає Іванець. Дев'ятого лип- 
ня 1992 року Верховна рада Росії ухва- 
лила постанову «Про статус міста Сева- 
стополя», якою підтвердила російський 
федеральний статус Севастополя і дору- 
чила Центральному банкові та урядові 
Росії розпочати фінансування статей 
міського бюджету 1 провести переговори 
з Україною про «Севастополь як головну 
базу Чорноморського флоту». Верховна 
рада Росії припинила своє існування во- 
сени 1993 року внаслідок силового роз- 
гону після указу президента Російської 
Федерації Бориса Єльцина. Через відмову 
Центробанку та уряду Росії постанова не 
набрала чинності, але й не була скасова- 
на. 

Подьячий був засуджений у березні 2011 
року за сепаратизм - заклики до пору- 
шення територіальної цілісності України. 


Вадим Новинський - агент Кремля в Україні? 


Дмитро Баркар, Радіо Свобода 

Вадим Новинський, який лише близько 
року тому отримав українське громадян- 
ство, а тепер взяв участь у проміжних 
виборах до Верховної Ради, є саме 
українським олігархом лише тому, що 
так склалися обставини, кажуть експер- 
ти. Водночас вони припускають, що як 
політик Новинський буде намагатися ве- 
сти власну гру 1 консолідувати навколо 
себе депутатів. Працюватиме ця група на 
інтереси Москви чи на інтереси України, 
залежатиме від перспектив подальшого 
збагачення, вважають експерти. 

8 липня, наступного дня після проміжних 
виборів до Верховної Ради у Севастополі, 
стало відомо про перерозподіл активів 
фінансово-промислових груп «Смарт» 
Вадима Новинського та СКМ Ріната Ах- 
метова. Обидві групи передали пакети 
акцій до компанії «Метінвест», засновни- 
ками якої також є Ахметов і Новинський. 

Така консолідація активів свідчить про 
спільні цілі та повне взаєморозуміння 
між двома олігархами, вважає експерт з 
питань економіки Олег Соскін. 

«Всі їхні відносини свідчать, що у них 
є один господар - Москва, Кремль. Те, 
що вони так чи інакше були зав'язані на 
КДБ, це однозначно. Вони є людьми, які 
поставлені, щоб заробляти гроші для Крем- 
ля. Тепер Кремль має потужного агента- 
лобіста, який буде працювати разом з Ах- 
метовим на нарощування багатства, части- 
ну якого перераховують до кремлівських 
таємних кас», - заявляє Соскін. 

Утім, як депутат Верховної Ради Ва- 
дим Новинський навряд чи увійде до так 
званої «групи Ахметова», як припускає 
низка коментаторів та засобів масової 
інформації, зауважив у коментарі Радіо 
Свобода політолог Володимир Фесен- 
ко. Експерт нагадує, що Новинський 


і без того має доступ до особистого 
спілкування з президентом Віктором 
Януковичем, мав приязні стосунки з його 
попередником Віктором Ющенком, а та- 
кож брав участь у фінансуванні виборчих 
кампаній окремих кандидатів у народні 
депутати. Відтак, Новинський веде влас- 
ну політику і може зібрати навколо себе 
власну групу депутатів, робить висновок 
Фесенко. 

«Приходить момент, коли потрібні 
якісь нові мотивації. Заробляти ще один 
мільярд - це вже не дуже цікаво. Потрібні 
додаткові якісь мотиви. Можливо, він 
вирішив спробувати себе і в публічному 
політичному просторі. Якщо він йде у 
Верховну Раду, то точно не для того, 
щоб бути статистом. Він, скоріше за все, 
спробує грати самостійну роль і, мож- 
ливо, буде важковаговиком. Але версія 
про агентів Росії не підтверджується», — 
припускає Фесенко. 

Чи буде Новинський лобіювати політику 
Кремля та Митного союзу, чи працювати- 
ме на євроінтеграцію України, залежати- 
ме лише від перспектив матеріальної ви- 
годи, тому його тактика у цьому питанні 
може змінюватися, відзначає російський 
політичний експерт Сергій Марков. На- 
вряд чи такого депутата можна вважати 
агентом впливу Москви, каже експерт. 

«Батьківщина в олігархів там, де їхні 
гроші. Бізнесмени зазвичай роблять 
гроші там, де у них з якихось причин 
це виходить. Вочевидь, з виключно ви- 
падкових причин у Новинського бізнес 
вийшов не в Росії, тому він і став саме 
українським, а не російським олігархом. 
Наші бізнесмени стають мільярдерами не 
завдяки своїм талантам та працелюбству. 
Це результат везіння, іноді нахабства, 30- 
крема, порушення правових та моральних 
законів» - зауважує Марков. 
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Ще Торонто не бачило 
такого концерту! 


Прод. із ст. 8 


кестр, зведений хор 1 знамениті солісти 3 
Канади, Польщі та України. Неможливо 
словами описати ту теплу атмосферу, яка 
панувала на сцені і у глядацькій залі під 
час цієї радісної зустрічі з прекрасним. 

Ми маємо бути особливо горді з того, 
що до участі в такому грандіозному про- 
екті було запрошено нашого земляка, який 
вже втретє виступав 3 Toronto Celebrity 
Symphony Orchestra, українського тенора 
Василя Грохольського. Цей прекрасний 
співак вже виступав разом з українськими 
хорами «Оріон» та «Левада» (Торонто) у 
гала-концерті, присвяченому 120-річчю 
поселення українців у Канаді 13 листо- 
пада 2011 року, який залишив за собою 
незабутні спогади. Справжнім подарун- 
ком для української громади стала нова 
зустріч з артистом. Дуже приємно було на 
концерті «Золоті голоси» почути непере- 
вершене майстерне виконання Василем 
Грохольським запальної мексиканської 
пісні «Гранада» та задушевної україн- 
ської народної пісні «Чорнії брови, карії 
очі». Але арія Андрія з опери «Запоро- 
жець за Дунаєм» у виконанні блискучого 
майстра сцени Василя Грохольського ви- 
кликала особливе зворушення глядачів. А 
як майстерно виконав співак знамениту 
арію «Nessun догта»! Виступи супрово- 
джувались бурхливими аплодисментами 1 
враження були надзвичайними. 

Серед гостей концерту «Золоті голоси» 
- зірка світової слави, одна з провідних 
драматичних меццо-сопрано, найбільш 
успішна співачка оперної і концертної 
сцени Malgorzata Walewska, яка з вели- 
чезним успіхом виступала в Лондон- 
ському Королівському оперному театрі 


| Ковент-Гарден, в Метрополітен опері 


Нью-Йорка, на найкращих оперних сце- 
нах цілого світу. Maectpo Andrew Roz- 
bicki довелося п'ять років вести перего- 
вори з цією прекрасною співачкою, поки 
вона знайшла можливість приїхати до 
Торонто. До участі у концерті також було 
запрошено обдарованого польського баса 
Maciej Miecznikowsky i блискуче коло- 
ратурне сопрано молоду талановиту спі- 
вачку Holly Chaplin. Артисти виконували 
прекрасні соло, дуєти, квартети, демон- 
стрували глибоке почуття гумору. Видат- 
ні солісти на сцені задавали тон всьому 
чудовому концерту. 

Особливо хочеться відзначити висо- 
кий професійний рівень Toronto Celebrity 
Symphony Orchestra під керівництвом 
великого майстра - маєстро Andrew Во- 
zbicki. Це прекрасний колектив, який 
доносить високу музику до вдячних сер- 
дець таких численних шанувальників му- 
зичного мистецтва. Чудово прозвучали у 
виконанні оркестру як оркестрові твори, 
так і оперна музика та пісні. 

Брали участь у гала - концерті «Золо- 
ті голоси» і наші відомі українські хори 
«Левада» (голова хору Олеся Романко) та 
«Оріон» (голова хору Василь Ахтимій- 
чук) з Торонто під мистецьким керівни- 
цтвом маестро Шоря Магеги. 70 україн- 
ських хористів співали разом з 30-ма сту- 
дентами ВМ-ТМ, які навчаються по про- 
грамі музики, культури та історії. Хори 
супроводжували виступи солістів 1 співа- 
ли хорові партії на англійській, французь- 
кій, італійській, польській та українській 
мовах з Celebrity Symphony Orchestra під 
диригентурою маєстро Andrew Rozbicki. 
Це був перший виступ у Торонто, коли 
українські хори співали на п'яти мовах 
у супроводі високопрофесійного симфо- 
нічного оркестру та разом із солістами 
світової слави виконували шедеври світо- 
вої музичної творчості. Зведений хор ви- 
конував хорові партії «Хабанери» з опери 
Бізе «Кармен» та сучасного музичного 
твору композитора Петра Рубіка «Dove 
Vai», який написав цю пісню для фільму 
«Quo Vadis» разом з блискучою співачкою 


Малгожатою Валевською, хорову партію 
«Nessun Dorma» з опери Пуччіні «Туран- 
дот» та «Владико неба і землі» з опери 
Гулака-Артемовського «Запорожець за 
Дунаєм» разом з нашим прославленим 
земляком Василем Грохольським. Висо- 
копрофесійний супровід симфонічного 
оркестру та звучання багатоголосих хо- 
рових партій збагатило враження від му- 
зичних творів, створили музичний фон, 
на якому відшліфованими діамантами ви- 
блискували солісти. 

Гарно прозвучав у виконанні хору та 
симфонічного оркестру надзвичайно 
мелодійний музичний твір «Квітує То- 
ронто», створений музичним керівником 
хорів «Левада» та «Оріон» (Торонто) 
маестро Ігором Магегою, який був ви- 
конаний на українській, польській та ан- 
глійській мовах. Автор музики диригував 
оркестром, а українські співаки разом із 
студентами з цілого світу на різних мовах 
оспівували красу нашого дивовижного 
міста Торонто. На трьох великих екра- 
нах, розміщених над сценою, показували 
кадри - наше місто з висоти пташиного 
польоту, які підготував учасник україн- 
ського чоловічого хору «Оріон»(Торонто) 
Марян Капустинський. У польській газеті 
«Zycie»> писали: «Хори блищали діаман- 
товим блиском, майстерно співаючи». І 
справді, від одного концерту до іншого, 
ми бачимо ріст виконавської майстернос- 
ті, злагодженості, професійності цих хо- 
рових колективів, складності репертуару. 
За дуже короткий час (лише коло двох 
місяців) вони зуміли вдало підготуватися 
до цього відповідального концерту. Осо- 
бливо складними для виконання були 
фінальні твори концерту «Dove vai» та « 
Goralu czy ci nie zal», але кропітка робота 
над ними дозволила досягти очікуваного 
приємного результату. До речі, аранжу- 
вання пісні « Goralu czy ci nie 7аї» ком- 
позитором В. Коржем преса назвала рево- 
люційним - в силі gospel rhythm. Вперше 
її в цьому стилі було виконано в Чикаго, 
а maectpo Andrew Rozbicki вперше вклю- 
чив у програму концерту в Канаді, де її за- 
грали і заспівали більше 150 виконавців. 
В кінці концерту глядачі ніяк не хотіли 
прощатися з такими чудовими неперевер- 
шеними співаками - співаками з Канади, 
України та Польщі, стоячи, дарували їм 
свої овації, Так хотілося продовжити щас- 
ливі хвилини звучання музики... І знову 
звучали акорди оркестру, і знову звучали 
голоси солістів та хорів. 

На концерті були достойні гості укра- 
їнської, польської та канадської грома- 
ди - українські і польські амбасадори, 
директор освіти(ТСО5В), голови різних 
громадських організацій. Для того, щоб 
організувати таке величне музичне дій- 
ство у творчій співпраці, особливо дове- 
лося потрудитися багатолітній учасниці 
хору «Левада» (Торонто) Ларисі Теплі. 
Щира подяка українським спонсорам та 
глядачам концерту. 

Це був перший проект, коли українські 
хори «Оріон» і «Левада» (Торонто) спі- 
вали разом 3 Toronto Celebrity Symphony 
Orchestra. Maecrpo Andrew Rozbicki ска- 
зав, що це є важлива історична подія - по- 
єднання української і польської громади 
у мистецтві. Українські хори разом зі 
студентами співали по польськи з укра- 
їнським диригентом, а згодом українські 
хори співали по українськи під орудою 
відомого канадійського диригента поль- 
ського походження Andrew Rozbicki. По- 
ряд з старшими оркестрантами та співа- 
ками виступали і молоді початкуючі му- 
зиканти і співаки, що є дуже важливо, бо 
молодь прилучається до розвитку і зба- 
гачення культури. Сподіваємось, що ця 
плідна співпраця продовжиться, бо « ми у 
місті такому живемо, де людина людині, 

мов брат...», як співається у пісні «Квітує 
Торонто». 
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Ukrainian refugees from 
former Yugoslavia celebrate 
anniversary 


resettlement 


(UkrNews)—Ukrainian refugees 
from former Yugoslavia celebrated 
the 20" anniversary of their re- 
settlement in Canada with a prayer 
service at St. George Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, followed by a 
banquet at the German Canadian 
Cultural Centre in Edmonton, July 
6. 

Several hundred ethnic Ukrain- 
іап5. mostly from Bosnia, were 
resettled in Edmonton during 
the civil war that raged in former 
Yugoslavia in 1993. 

The resettlement effort was 
spearheaded by the Edmonton 
Branch of Ukrainian Canadian So- 
cial Services with the assistance 
of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy 
of Edmonton and numerous local 
Ukrainian organizations. 

In the summer of 1992 war had 
spread to Bosnia, the city of Pn- 
jedor and surrounding areas were 
now in the middle of war,” relat- 
ed MCs Slavica Lepki and Irena 
Struk. 

“Ukrainians found themselves 
between three different sides, 
which were fighting for their own 
ideals under their own ethnic ban- 
ners. These ideals made no sense 
to us as we all lived in unity un- 
der one flag just years prior to the 
war. Ukrainian families could not 
justify letting their children die 
for someone else’s irrational be- 
liefs and they began to gather and 
look for a way out. They started to 
call people who already emigrated 
from our area and who were now 
in Germany, England, Switzerland, 
Austria and other European coun- 
tries. They were relatively close 
to Bosnia and the hope was that 
someday when the war was over, 
we would be able to go back. How- 
ever, we were not successful find- 
ing a European country that would 
accept us. Then we called Luba 
Kowalchyk here in Canada and 
she gave us hope of a new life in a 
new country far enough away from 
the war and hatred that suddenly 
swamped the former Yugoslavia. 
We are all deeply grateful to her 
for that. She advised us all to leave 
the country and seek refugee status 
in any other country of the world. 
From there, she would try to get us 
all to Canada. 

“The first group of Ukrainians 
left Trnopolje in Bosnia by bus and 
arrive in Vienna. Eventually, they 
ended up in a refugee camp with 
other refugees from the former Yu- 
goslavia. This escape was orches- 
trated by Tomo Tihostup, who took 
a huge risk, when he encouraged 
50 people to leave their homes and 
flee to Vienna. 

“Life in the refugee camps was 
not easy. There were 10 —20 people 
in one room, there was usually one 
bathroom for the entire floor, meals 
were mostly potatoes and rice with 
spices however, we pulled our re- 
sources together and made the 
best out of that experience and are 
thankful for the help we received,” 
they noted. 

While in the refugee camps, they 
were in constant contact with Kow- 
alchyk who was executive director 
of UCSS at the time. Eventually the 
news came that Canada would ac- 
cept them and they started to go for 
interviews at the Canadian embassy, 
and then family-by-family they re- 
ceived their visas for Canada. 


Mce’s Irena Struk (left) and Slavica Lepki. 


Luba Kowalchyk 


“God listened to our prayers and 
brought us all safely to Canada. 
Now it is time for us to say thank 
you to the people who put a lot of 
effort and who put their lives on 
hold in order to help us to be where 
we are and who we are now. 

“Mrs. Luba Kowalchyk’s was the 
executive director of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Social Services at that 
time and had experience in deal- 
ing with immigrants. She took on 
a huge responsibility when she en- 
couraged about 300 people to leave 
their homes in order to be able to 
immigrate to Canada. No one will 
ever know how many lives she 
saved by this action, but even if it 
was one life, it was all worth it,” 
said the MCs. 

They also thanked Fr. Michael 
Kowalchyk (Luba’s husband”, the 
UCSS President Bill Diachuk, the 
Eparchy of Edmonton, Ivanna Sze- 
wchuk and the many families who 
took the refugees in when they 
originally arrived. 

“Our life in Canada is well es- 
tablished now. We have within our 
community successful business 
men, psychologists, priests, teach- 
ers, policeman, accountants, ad- 
ministrative assistances, and many 
others,” they said. 

In her address, Luba Kowalchyk 
noted the efforts of the late Bishop 
Myron Daciuk in assisting the refu- 
gees. 

“These were difficult times for 
both sides. At home in Bosnia there 


was war and Treiskirchen Camp 
in Vienna being not such a nice 
place to stay, Canada was issuing 
visas very slowly. Looking at all of 
you today it seems so long ago. A 
whole generation of your families 
was born in Canada, a country we 
all now call home. I am pleased to 
see that this new land like for so 
many before you was very good to 
all of you. In such a short time you 
were able to acquire more then you 
lost back home. For that we can 
only thank God, He did not aban- 
don you and please, do not forget 
this. I thank you for this honor you 
are bestowing on my person, this 
was not necessary. I believe Heav- 
enly Father used me on this earth to 
do His work and I am thankful to 
Him for this honor,” she stated 

In his turn, Diachuk stressed the 
work ethic of the refuges and how 
that helped them adapt to the new 
life in Canada. 

He also urged them to get in- 
volved in the political process. 

MLA Janice Sarich, representing 
the provincial government, noted 
that the refugees stories were simi- 
lar to those of many other Ukrain- 
ian immigrants who left for Canada 
to seek a better life. 

“Twenty years ago when you left 
your homeland for an opportunity 
to come to Canada and you were 
greeted by the people of the vari- 
ous organizations, many of whom 
are here this evening, and there are 
many more. What a tremendous 
story. You came with pride you also 
had hope you had your faith and 
you had the courage to leave that 
behind and come to the new Can- 
ada and to have a new beginning a 
new chapter a new opportunity for 
your children,” she said. 

Father Anton Tarasenko, him- 
self a former resident of Bosnia 
who came to Canada a few years 
prior to the civil war, related how 
his grandfather emigrated from 
Ukzaine to Bosnia and he, himself 
emigrated to Canada. 

“Where are my roots? My roots 
are in Ukraine. That's where our 
culture and faith come from that 
is our history our root country is 
Ukraine,” he said 
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Shumka announce new 
Executive Director 


(Bottom Line Productions)—Canada’s Ukrainian Shumka Dancers is 
pleased to announce the appointment of Sandra Gajic as Executive Dir- 
ector of the organization effective immediately. 

“Sandra is a cultural executive of the highest quality...someone with 
a vision that aligns with this stage in Shumka’s history. We have been 
working diligently to create the strategic plans to move the company to 
its next stage of development. Sandra’s vast cultural management ex- 
perience is a perfect fit for where we want the company to go,” said 
Darka Tarnawsky, Shumka Foundation President. 

Since immigrating to Canada from her native Yugoslavia, Sandra held 
senior leadership positions at the EPCOR Centre for the Performing Arts 
in Calgary and the Canadian Opera Company in Toronto. 

Sandra most recently held the role of Chief Executive Officer, Edmon- 
ton Opera where she was responsible for leading the Opera to sustain- 
able artistic growth while also increasing the company’s significance and 
stature regionally, nationally and internationally. 

“Tt is with great excitement that I approach this new phase of my ca- 
reer. I am looking forward to working with Shumka’s inspiring Founda- 
tion Board on delivering the new vision for this amazing 54 year old 
flagship organization”, said Gajic. 

Gajic arrived in Alberta six years ago with a wide range of experience 
and a strong track record in fiscally responsible management; innovative 
strategic planning; resource development; governance, as well as exper- 
tise in delivering capital projects in the cultural sector. She is known 
for building strong partnerships with all three levels of government, the 
corporate sector and the community at large including other arts organ- 
izations. 

Sandra has degrees in Economics (including a MBA) and Music. She 
held management roles in Former Yugoslavia as well as England and 
Libya. Sandra is a piano player, poet, and painter and she loves to travel. 

The Ukrainian Shumka Dancers present full-length, dance-theatre 
touring productions, as well as intimate concert repertoire across Canada 
and around the world. Along with Alberta Ballet and Edmonton Opera, 
Shumka is honoured to be a resident company of the Northern Alberta 
Jubilee Auditorium. 

More than 50 years of performance history has shaped Shumka’s sig- 
nature music and dance style. The company commissions and produces 
original music and choreography based on Ukrainian culture in a Can- 
adian context. While maintaining deep respect for their heritage, Shu- 
mka continually challenges conventional boundaries in order to define 
the experience of Ukrainian dance in the context of today’s society. In 
the last six years, Shumka’s works were enjoyed by live audiences in 
Canada, China, and Ukraine. 


SHEVCHENKO FOUNDATION 
Employment Opportunity 
— Executive Assistant 


The Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of Taras Shevchen- 
ko (Shevchenko Foundation) is a chartered philanthropic 
institution dedicated to the promotion, development 
and preservation of Ukrainian language, literature, edu- 
cation, culture and the arts in Canada. 

The successful candidate reports to the Executive Di- 
rector, and is responsible for running the office and pro- 
viding administrative and clerical services to the Board 
of Directors and committees in an effective and efficient 
manner. 

Qualifications: 

e Exceptional organizational skills 

e Computer skills such as Excel, Word, Power 
Point and publishing software і 
e Ability to work independently 

г Good writing and verbal communication, 
attentive to detail 

е Proficiency іп both English and Ukrainian 
language, spoken and written 


р i —== 


Must be prepared to work some evenings, weekends 
and to travel as required. 


Location: 202-952 Main Street Winnipeg, MB 
Application Deadline: August 15, 2013 
Salary: commensurate with experience 

Please send your resume and covering letter to: 
Shevchenko Foundation 
Attention: Lesia Szwaluk 
202-952 Main Street 
Winnipeg, MB R2W 3P4 
or e-mail 
lesia@shevchenkofoundation.ca 


Diaspora bishops urge to 
keep the Orthodox faith 


(RISU) —Members of the permanent 
conference of Ukrainian Orthodox Bishops 
Beyond the Borders of Ukraine Issued the 
Encyclical on the occasion of the 102Sth 
Anniversary of the Baptism of Kyivan Rus’- 
Ukraine. 

The bishops urged believers to hold fast to 
the faith that was given by St. Volodymyr the 
Great. 

“May our All-merciful Lord, through the 
prayers of our Enlightener, the Holy Great- 
prince Volodymyr the Great, strengthen us in 
the Holy Orthodox Faith, help us overcome all 
the trials of life so that we would be worthy 
and faithful children of our native Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church and our ancestral homeland 
of Ukraine,” reads the encyclical. 

Orthodox bishops from the diaspora say 
that the Christian faith was never alien to 
Ukrainians. In the first century the gospel 
was preached by Apostle Andrew on Kyiv 
hills. During Prince Thor’s reign, Christians 
built a church of Holy Prophet Elias in Kyiv. 
Princess Olha played an important role in 


spreading of Christianity. 

“Having become the ruler of the Kyivan 
state, St. Volodymyr the Great showed 
himself to be a brutal military leader. Be- 
ing intrigued, however, by the develop- 
ment of other Christian states, he gradually 
exchanged his pagan views for Christian 
ones,” state the bishops. 

The bishops of the Orthodox Church from 
the diaspora emphasize that the Orthodox 
Church calls Holy Prince Volodymyr Equal 
to the Apostles. 

“This means that in its zeal in preaching 
the Gospel of Christ, he was imitating holy 
apostles,” they say. 

Thanks to God’s providence, Ukraine has 
maintained its Christian faith through the 
centuries. With this faith, Ukraine will over- 
come all obstacles and remain unvanquished 
and faithful, according to the example of its 
great Apostle and Baptizer, the Holy Great- 
prince Volodymyr, “For he is our Apostle, he 
is our baptist, he is our glorious and Godly 
renewer,” note the bishops. 


Ukrainian Eparchy in Brazil 
readies for Youth World Day 


(RISU)—In the Ukrainian Catholic Сигі- 
tiba Eparchy of Saint John the Baptist the 
missionary week lasts during July 16 - 22 
and will be held in the city of Prudentopil, 
site of the largest Ukrainian community in 
Brazil; some 75% of the residents of Pru- 
dentopil are Ukrainian. 

Ukrainian newspaper Pratsia, published 
for over a hundred years by the Basilian 
Fathers in Prudentopil, says that 300 young 
people will arrive in the city not only from 
Ukrainian communities in Brazil, but also 
pilgrims from Ukraine, Australia, Poland, 
Canada, United States, Paraguay and other 
countries. They will stay with families who 
already have volunteered their hospitality. 

The program of the missionary week of 
the Ukrainian Eparchy in coordination with 
the general context, proposed by the organ- 
izers of World Youth Days will consist of a 
spiritual component, missionary solidarity, 
and cultural part which will include partici- 
pation in cultural programs and the possibil- 


ity of visiting museums and most interesting 
places. 

The missionary week began July 16 in the 
parish church of St. Josaphat with the cele- 
bration of the Divine liturgy and the presen- 
tation of the participants. They were then ad- 
dressed by Bishop Myron (Mazur), OSBM, 
Auxiliary Bishop of Curitiba Eparchy of 
Saint John the Baptist, and in the afternoon 
began missionary visits to Prudentopil fam- 
ilies. On the following days, the missionary 
visits were carried out in neighboring places: 
Edurdo Shaves, Barra Bonita, Piciri, Tizhu- 
ko, Marcondes, Ponte Alta and others. 

On Sunday, July 21, there will be a Cele- 
bratory Divine Liturgy during which youth 
will receive the spiritual mandate for the 
World Youth Day. On July 22, the Ukrain- 
ian participants of this unique event will 
leave for Rio de Janeiro, where they will be 
joined by other Ukrainian youth, who did not 
participate in the missionary week but who 
came independently. 


John Paul П shows that 
curve of history can be bent 


(RISU) —The extraordinary achievements 
of Blessed Pope John Paul II show that such 
a thing as historical inevitability does not 
exist. The situation does not have to be as it 
is, the curve of history can be bent toward a 
more humane way. This view was expressed 
by the best-selling author of biographies of 
the pope, world famous philosopher George 
Weigel during the International Symposium 
at UCU “The Church in the Twentieth Cen- 
tury: The Challenges of Ministry in a Global- 
ized World.” 

As part of the symposium the UCU pub- 
lishing house presented a translation of Wei- 
gel’s new book “The End and the Beginning: 
Pope John Paul II - The Victory of Freedom, 
the Last Years, the Legacy,” which was a 
continuation and complement of the best 
seller “Witness to Hope.” 

According to the philosopher, the Western 
world went through a deep anthropological 
crisis: “This crisis the pope considered to 
be basis and foundation of all the horrors of 
the twentieth century. The revolution of con- 
science, which he started, overthrew the lar- 
gest tyranny in the world. This Karol Wojtyla 

achieved by talking not about politics, eco- 
nomics, philosophy, but about human truth.” 

According to Weigel, Western civilization 


has reached the point where it draws from its 
last spiritual and cultural resources: “What 
we call “Western civilization’ emerged from 
the fruitful interaction of Jerusalem, Athens, 
and Rome, that is, from biblical religion, 
Greek rationalism, and human rights. In the 
nineteenth century, the high Western culture 
rejected Jerusalem. It seems that the next 
will be Athens.” 

Accordingly, if to discard the Judeo-Chris- 
tian understanding that God gave man fun- 
damental reason, then reason begins to doubt 
its ability to know the truth. “In the best case 
there is yours and my truth, but no absolute 
truth, which will lead to a decline in the rule 
of law.” 

Therefore, the philosopher outlines a new 
task for the church: to again establish con- 
nections and connect Jerusalem, Athens, and 
Rome in anew cultural synthesis that will give 
humanity a new understanding of freedom. 

“The Ukrainian Catholic University has 
global significance: what is being built here 
will affect the entire global culture and the 
Catholic Church. I am grateful to my col- 
leagues for translating my work into Ukrain- 
ian. I hope that it will help you build a free 
and virtuous society here in Ukraine,” he 
said. 
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Antiquarian maps of 
Ukraine exhibited at U of A 


(CIUS) —Collectors of antique maps of 
Ukraine regard their finds as tangible, cher- 
ished reminder of Ukraine’s continuous 
striving for independence despite its long 
period of statelessness. Historical maps of 
the Ukrainian lands, with their commentar- 
ies, embellishments, and legends, serve as an 
affirmation of Ukraine’s national existence 
under a variety of political circumstances. 

On the evening of June 12 the Canadian 
Institute of Ukrainian Studies (CIUS), joint- 
ly with the University of Alberta Libraries, 
the Alberta Society for the Advancement 
of Ukrainian Studies (ASAUS), and the 
Ukrainian Pioneers’ Association of Alberta, 
hosted a well-attended reception at the Cam- 
eron Library on the U of A campus celebrat- 
ing the acquisition of two new collections of 
seventeenth- and eighteenth-century maps of 
the Ukrainian lands. These were donated by 
prominent and long-standing members of the 
Ukrainian Canadian community, Dr. Orest 
and Olesia Talpash and Chrysant and Leslie 
Dmytruk. Their antiquarian treasures were 
acquired in the course of visits to such cities 
as Munich, London, Amsterdam, Budapest, 
Helsinki, and Ottawa. These generous phil- 
anthropic gifts are valuable additions to the 
cartographic holdings of the U of A, whose 
map collection is renowned as one of the fin- 
est in North America. 

Alexandra Hildrebrandt of the ASAUS 
welcomed the guest speakers, noting the 
symbolic importance of this launch, which 
took place as part of the CARTO 2013 con- 
ference of the Association of Canadian Map 
Libraries and Archives and the Canadian 
Cartographic Association. 

Dr. Bohdan Kordan, professor of inter- 
national relations and chair of the Depart- 
ment of Political Studies at the University of 
Saskatchewan, who curated the exhibition, 
opened his remarks with reflections on the 
art of map collecting. Highlighting the im- 


portance of community donors — “we are 
reminded and reflect on the best impulses 
of humankind” — he commented on the 


importance of these particular collections: 
“Maps produced during this period serve as 
a reminder of Ukraine’s ongoing national 
sovereignty.” Dr. Kordan has a long-stand- 
ing interest in historical cartography, having 
curated six exhibits of maps of the Ukrainian 
lands. 

Dr. Orest Talpash spoke movingly about 
“my humble collection, [which] has become 
part of the 500,000 maps here at the Univer- 
sity of Alberta.” One of his maps, drawn ca. 
1590 by the cartographer Abraham Ortelius, 
draws on such classical authors as Plutarch 
and Ovid in its depictions of the Black Sea 
and environs. Representing an enormous ad- 
vance in the understanding of the region, it 
was also a departure from ancient Ptolemaic 
maps. The Talpash collection also includes a 


map dating from ca. 1648 that presents the 
first detailed depiction of the lower course 
of the Dnipro River. That region, subject to 
frequent Tatar raids, was largely inaccessible 
and poorly known at the time. Dr. Talpash 
shared delightful anecdotes about meetings 
with other collectors in Europe and at the 
Canadian Cartographic Association. 

Chrysant Dmytruk shared reminiscences 
of collecting historical maps. “Maps allow 
us not only to claim but also to define who 
we are...and [they are] one way to preserve 
some of what gets lost in our Ukrainian 
culture.” One of the maps in his collection, 
dating from ca. 1662, details not only the 
famous Dnipro rapids but also the Zapo- 
rizhian Cossack strongholds of Khorty- 
tsia (1552-58) апа Tomakivka (1564 93). 
Another map, produced са. 1716, shows 
the influence of Guillaume le Vasseur de 
Beauplan, a pioneering French cartographer 
who published detailed maps of seventeenth- 
century Ukraine. This map has an overt ref- 
erence to Ukraine’s liberation struggle, fea- 
turing the Cossack hetman Ivan Mazepa at 
its center. The audience was delighted by 
Dmytruk’s account of his map-collecting ad- 
ventures, including his visits to Spain, where 
serendipity and perseverance guided him to 
the acquisition of some of his treasures. 

Both donors expressed gratitude for the 
university’s outreach to the wider commun- 
ity. 

Dr. Bohdan Klid, assistant director of 
CIUS, expressed heartfelt thanks to Stephan- 
ie Kucharyshyn, a former cartographer at the 
Department of Geography, U of A, for her 
invaluable contribution to one of the most 
ambitious CIUS projects, the Encyclopedia 
of Ukraine. Upon her retirement, Kucha- 
ryshyn began to draw maps for the encyclo- 
pedia free of charge, producing print-ready 
work meeting the highest professional carto- 
graphic standards. She collaborated closely 
with the editor in chief of the last volumes of 
the encyclopedia, the late Dr. Danylo Husar 
Struk of the University of Toronto. 

Dr. Merrill Distad, associate university li- 
brarian (Research & Special Collections Ser- 
vices) and university archivist, emphasized 
the scholarly value of the donated maps, 
which are available for private viewing by 
appointment. He noted that the U of A map 
collection is the second-largest in Canada 
after that of the National Library in Ottawa. 
“This fine exhibit is a most welcome addi- 
tion,” said Dr. Distad, “not only beautifully 
decorative but valuable for its research pos- 
sibilities. Donors such as these are so import- 
ant for great libraries, as universities cannot 
build a collection from scratch.” 

During the wine-and-cheese reception, 
guests enjoyed a highly appropriate accom- 
paniment to the evening—a performance of 
lute music by Trevor Sanders. 
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How Ukraine wooed 
conservative U. 5. websites 


(Rosie Gray BuzzFeed Staff)—Several conservative 
bloggers repeated talking points given to them by a 
proxy group for the Ukrainian government — and at 
least one writer was paid by a representative of the 
Ukrainian group, according to documents and emails 
obtained by BuzzFeed. 

The Ukrainian campaign began in the run-up to high- 
stakes Ukrainian parliamentary elections last year, and 
sought to convince skeptical American conservatives 
that the pro-Russian Party of Regions, led by President 
Viktor Yanukovych, deserved American support. During 
that period, articles echoing Ukrainian government talk- 
ing points appeared on leading conservative online out- 
lets, including RedState, Breitbart, and Pajamas Media. 

The emails and documents, which include prepack- 
aged quotes from election officials and talking points 
that some writers copied nearly word-for-word, offer 
a glimpse into how foreign governments dodge tight 
Justice Department regulations on foreign propaganda 
to covertly lobby in the United States: The payments 
were routed through a front group in Belgium to an 
American consultant, who has urged writers not to 
cooperate with a reporter investigating the campaign. 

The model resembles a recent stealth campaign in 
which bloggers were paid by the Malaysian government 
to write favorable stories, though the Ukraine campaign 
appears to have involved smaller sums of money. 

One of the writers who participated in the campaign, 
who spoke on the condition of anonymity and because 
of lingering qualms about the arrangement, they said, 
described being offered $500 for a blog post praising 
Ukraine’s ruling Party of Regions. The payment was ar- 
ranged by George Scoville, a libertarian media strategist, 
and Scoville’s name was on the check, the source said. 

An email from October 26, 2012 shows Scoville in- 
viting writers to join a conference with Mikhail Okhe- 
ndovskyy of Ukraine’s Central Election Commission. 
The call was organized by the European Centre for a 
Modern Ukraine, a Brussels-based group headed by 
Leonid Khazara, a former senior member of parlia- 
ment from the pro-Russian Ukrainian president Vik- 
tor Yanukovych’s Party of Regions. According to its 
website, it is "а unique ‘Modern Ukraine’ organisation 
based in Brussels and operating internationally as an 
advocate for enhancing EU-Ukraine relations.” 

In practical terms, the ECFMU exists to promote 
Yanukovych and the party — but its nominal іп- 
dependence means that its representatives in Washing- 
ton do not need to register as foreign agents and make 
the extensive disclosures required under that program. 
Instead, the only evidence of its activity comes in the 
far more relaxed domestic lobbying disclosure law, 
which shows that the Brussels-based group employs 
two well-connected Washington lobbying firms, The 
Podesta Group and Mercury/Clark and Weinstock. 

One email from October 29, the day after the election, 
shows Scoville sending out documents full of exit poll re- 
sults and prepackaged statements from election observers. 

“T just wanted to share the attached documents with 
you in case you were interested,’ Scoville writes. 
“You're under no obligation to write anything, but I 
wanted you to have this info in case you were feeling 
nostalgic and/or entrepreneurial”. 

“But in all seriousness, if you could spend a few 
minutes today tweeting about the results using #ukrai- 
nevotes and promoting some of the pieces you wrote, 
that would be very helpful to us,” Scoville writes. 

His next email, sent five minutes later, consists 
of a list of “talking points that are mostly tweetable 
— some may need to be shortened.” These include 
“Ukraine has demonstrated its commitment to democ- 
racy and passed the test put forth by the international 
community of holding transparent elections” and “The 
victory for the Party of Regions is a victory for the 
people, for Ukraine and for democracy.” 

Yanukovych’s party has been criticized for reverting 
to Soviet-style tactics such as jailing opposition figures 
including former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko. 
Europe’s human rights court ruled earlier this year that 
Tymoshenko’s pre-trial imprisonment on charges of il- 
legally making a gas deal with Russia was “arbitrary,” 
and the U.S. and European Union have called for her 
release. 

The source who provided BuzzFeed with the emails 
and documents said that other writers involved in the 
Scoville campaign had included Breeanne Howe of 
RedState and Warner Todd Huston, a freelance con- 

servative writer. The source estimated that around five 
or six writers were on the October 26 conference call. 

Writers involved in the campaign had been indi- 
vidually warned by Scoville not to talk to BuzzFeed 
during the reporting of a story on this subject that ap- 
peared in March, and to deny any payment if asked, 
according to the source. 


Howe denied having accepted payment for her pro- 
Party of Regions blog posts published in October 
when asked about it in March. “I can’t speak for any- 
one else that wrote on the subject, I can assure you 
that my employment at RedState is an unpaid labor of 
love and I was absolutely not employed by or on the 
payroll for the Ukrainian goy’t (or any other gov’t for 
that matter), she said at the time. 

But her posts hew closely to talking points issued by 
Scoville, sometimes nearly verbatim. 

A document titled “Background info for messaging 
(not for public distribution)” includes the following: 
“The current Ukrainian government is also reforming 
its energy sector to ensure efficient use of its resources 
and preserve its important role as an energy corridor 
between the Caspian Basin and Europe — a corridor 
that is not subject to Russian interference.” 

On October 8, Howe wrote: “Ukraine actually has 
a large reserve of natural gas and serves as an energy 
corridor between the Caspian Basin and Europe. A 
corridor which, incidentally, is not subject to Russian 
interference.” 

Howe also used some of the quotes from election 
observers that were provided in an email attachment 
from Scoville in a post after the election on October 
29 about “Ukraine Election Success.” She did not re- 
spond to requests for comment from BuzzFeed. 

Warner Todd Huston was one of the more prolific 
of the writers tasked with writing pro-Yanukovych 
stories. He posted Ukraine content on Family Security 
Matters, a website that used to be run by the Center for 
Security Policy, anti-Muslim pundit Frank Gaffney’s 
think tank. Other posts appeared on small sites like 
Right Wing News, ChicagoNow’s Publius Forum, and 
Canada Free Press. 

In a post titled “Russia’s Constant Interference in 
Ukraine,” Huston wrote that the imprisonment of Ty- 
moshenko was justified. 

“Too many in the west imagine that she was arrested 
by a Ukraine backsliding into a Soviet-styled police 
state where all opposition leaders are squelched,” 
Huston wrote. “This, however, just isn’t the case.” 
Huston called Tymoshenko “one of Putin’s best assets 
in the former Soviet-satellite nation.” 

At the end of the talking point sheet provided for 
writers, there is a note addressing the Tymoshenko 
jailing: 

“NOTE: There is also a controversy surrounding the 
former Prime Minister of Ukraine (Tymoshenko) who 
has been convicted and jailed on corruption charges. 
It is a complex issue — she definitely was a Putin 
crony and there is an independent investigation going 
on now — but this is more about Ukraine’s elections, 
its geopolitical importance and encouraging the cur- 
rent (and likely next) Ukrainian administration. If you 
have questions about the former PM, let me know.” 

Huston told BuzzFeed that he hadn’t been on the 
conference call but that he knew Scoville and had 
often received pitches from him. 

“Of course, I see George whenever I’ve gone to a 
conference in D.C.,” Huston said. 

"І got some press release-like emails from George 
back then like I do many other issues (like all the 
union stuff I have written) but I don’t get money for 
all those type of pitches,” Huston said. “I am always 
looking for stuff to write and ask organizations for 
their stuff so I can see if it catches my interest.” 

Huston didn’t directly deny being paid by Scoville. 

“T would not be open to say who pays me and who 
doesn’t,” he said. 

Other writers who were producing incongruous 
pro-Party of Regions stories at the time include Ben 
Shapiro of Breitbart and Seton Motley, a conservative 
blogger. 

One of Shapiro’s Ukraine posts, “Hillary Sides With 
Anti-Semitic Ukrainian Opposition,” is nearly identi- 
cal to a post that appeared four days later in a different 
publication under Huston’s byline: “Clinton Dept. of 
State Backing the Anti-Semitism Party in Ukraine?” 

Shapiro said he hadn’t been paid by anyone other 
than his employers to do the posts. 

Scoville “was not the one pitching me as far as I 
recall,” Shapiro said. 

Motley wrote a post for Human Events about 
Ukraine’s gas dealings with Russia on October 15, and 
one for Pajamas Media on October 5 titled “Ukraine 
is Leading West — Not Bowing East” that cites most 
of the statistics about Ukraine’s economy contained in 
the talking points provided by Scoville. 

After multiple requests for comment, Scoville did 
not deny that he had paid writers to place stories hav- 
ing to do with Ukraine. He wouldn’t elaborate further, 
nor would he detail his relationship with the European 
Centre for a Modern Ukraine. 
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Femen leader Inna Shevchenko from Ukraine was controversially chosen 


as the inspiration for a new French postage stamp. 


Ukrainian Femen 
leader becomes 
French national symbol 


By Claire Bigg 

(RFE/RL) —French President Francois Hollande has chosen a 
controversial Ukrainian feminist known for her topless protests as the 
new incarnation of Marianne, one of France’s national emblems, in a 
move that is drawing mixed reactions. 

Hollande chose July 14 — Bastille Day, the country’s most popular 
national holiday — to unveil a new stamp inspired by Femen movement 
leader Inna Shevchenko. 

It is the first time a foreign woman has been picked to represent 
Marianne. 

One of the stamp’s creators, French artist and gay-rights activist Oliver 
Ciappa, confirmed on Twitter that his Marianne was based chiefly on 
23-year-old Shevchenko. 

According to Ciappa and co-author David Kavena, the design is 
“international and timeless” and blends elements of Renaissance art, 
French comics, Japanese manga, and U.S. animation from the 1950s. 

It was among 15 designs preselected by a jury that included 
schoolchildren. 

Hollande said the new stamp symbolizes his presidential commitment 
to youth. 

“T decided following my election that the republic’s new stamp would 
have the face of youth, that it would be created by youth, and that it 
would be chosen by youth,” Hollande said. 

Marianne, a young woman wearing a Phrygian hat, became the symbol 
of the French republic shortly after the 1789 revolution. 

Her profile features on France’s official logo, euro coins, and stamps, 
and busts of Marianne adorn town halls and other official buildings 
across the nation. 

According to a tradition dating back to 1944, each new French president 
chooses a fresh illustration of Marianne to decorate stamps. 

Previous models for Marianne have included famous French actresses 
and singers such as Brigitte Bardot, Mireille Mathieu, and Catherine 
Deneuve. 

Shevchenko said she was grateful for the honor, which comes just a 
week after she was granted political asylum in France. 

The flamboyant activist ran afoul of Ukrainian authorities after cutting 
down a cross with a chainsaw in central Kyiy, jwearing only skimpy 
shorts, in support of jailed members of the Russian punk feminist 
collective Pussy Riot. 

“Tt was a surprise, it was completely unexpected,” Shevchenko told 
RFE/RL. “It’s great to enter history in this manner. But the nicest part of 
it is that now every time a homophobe, a fascist, or an extremist in France 
wants to send a letter by mail, he will have to lick Femen’s backside.” 

Shevchenko, however, added that France’s friendly gestures will not 
deter her group from staging further unsanctioned protests in that country. 

“France welcomed Femen, France took a fancy to Femen,” Shevchenko 
said. “In reality, there are still many enemies of women’s rights and of 
women’s freedom, even in contemporary France. These gestures are, of 
course, very pleasant, they allow us to expand our activities in France, 
and we are grateful to this country. But it doesn’t mean Femen will end 
its activities here.” 

But Femen’s provocative stunts have drawn criticism in France, too, 
and many locals strongly disapprove of Hollande’s choice. 

Artist Ciappa says he has been receiving an avalanche of criticism on 
Twitter and Facebook. 

Religious groups and opponents of gay marriage — fervently advocated 
by both Ciappa and Shevchenko and recently legalized in France — are 
particularly upset by the new stamp. 

“Olivier Ciappa should have found out more about Femen before 
representing an important French symbol,” writes one critic on Twitter. 

“So the stamp’s Marianne is a Femen,” reads another comment. “A 
fine illustration of secularism according to Socialists: insulting and 
intolerant.” 

The new stamp goes on sale on July 16. 


UPBCE told 


(UkrNews)—Uranium and the 
junior resources sector are two of 


the best investments to make in the 


next two to three years, members 
of the Ukrainian Professional and 
Business Club of Edmonton were 
told, June 27. 

Speaking at St. John’s Institute, 
Calgary economist Bohdan Roma- 
niuk said uranium is a very good 
investment because demand is go- 
ing to greatly outstrip supply in the 
next few years. 

Uranium prices have been going 
down, thus new mine construction 
has slowed and existing operations 
are being curtailed. 

According to the World Nuclear 
Association, total consumption of 
uranium in 2011 was 176.7 mil- 
lion pounds. Yet, only 135 million 
pounds of uranium was mined that 
year, he said. 

Three additional reasons for the 
growing shortage of uranium are 
that: Japanese stockpiles (after 
shutdown of several reactors) have 
been sold off; there is growing re- 
sistance to uranium exploration and 
mining on environmental grounds; 
and low prices have made uranium 
mining unprofitable for all but the 
most efficient producers. 

This deficit is expected to re- 
main in place until 2025, but in the 
meantime, there are 440 nuclear 
power plants in operation world- 
wide, with another 65 plants (30 
of which are in China alone) now 
at different stages of completion. 
They will come on-stream in the 
next 1 to 6 years. 

“Over 100 new reactors are cur- 
rently on the drawing boards and 
some 340 more have been pro- 
posed. Within 20 years, China is 
expected have twice as many nu- 
clear power plants in operation as 
the U.S. Even Saudi Arabia is em- 
barking on a plan to build 16 nucle- 
ar reactors to meet its own soaring 
energy requirements. 

“The reactors under construction, 
when added to the existing base of 
power plants, will increase demand 
for uranium to roughly 200 million 
pounds annually. That number will 
grow further with each new power 
plant that comes on-stream over 
the next 20 years,” Romaniuk said. 

The only way new and existing 
mines can meet this incremental 

demand is for prices to rise sub- 
stantially, which is what makes this 
a good investment sector. 

Romaniuk made a similar pres- 
entation for the Ukrainian Profes- 
sional and Business Association of 
Calgary earlier. 

The junior resource sector in- 
volves various mining companies 

listed on the Toronto Stock Ex- 

-hange Venture (Т5ХУ) index, and 

‘is extremely capital intensive and 

гусіїса! in nature, sometimes vio- 

ently so. This volatility however, 

зап offer extraordinary returns, for 

patient and selective investors”. 
“The TSXV was decimated in 

7008, rebounded in 2009-2011 and 

‘as been relentlessly falling over 

he past two years. Measured from 

15 all time highs in 2006-2007, the 

SXV is currently down almost 

'S% and has declined by over 55% 

тп just the past two years. The car- 


Bohdan Romaniuk 


nage, however, is not yet over,” 
noted Romaniuk. 

“Before the junior resource sec- 
tor can rebound, however, there 
needs to be a complete capitulation 
amongst investors marked by a 
merciless sell-off. That has still not 
occurred with sufficient conviction 
and in sufficient volume for all re- 
maining weak hands to fold. Once 
the selling stops, the next wave of 
buying can begin,” he added. 

“High quality junior miners are 
selling at ridiculously low prices. 
In fact, many are selling below 
their cash value. і 

“The time to buy small resource 
stocks by the truckload is ap- 
proaching, but has not yet arrived. 
When the time comes, once-in-a- 
lifetime fortunes will be made, and 
very quickly at that,” Romaniuk 
said. 

A third sector that has great 
growth potential is platinum and 
palladium, precious metals used in 
catalytic converters as well as jew- 
elry. Again supply is diminishing 
while demand is growing. 

However, the world’s two biggest 
producers of platinum and palla- 
dium are South Africa and Russia, 
two countries with very unstable 
investment climates. It is best to 
look for North American produc- 
ers, Romaniuk said. 

Other sector that look promising 
include: royalty companies (in- 
cluding IP aggregators); companies 
that benefit from cheap natural gas; 
insurance; high-tech; biotech; and 
aerospace, defense and security. 

As far as some general rules for 
investing are concerned, Romaniuk 
said it’s best not to follow the herd, 
rely on things you know and go 
into small markets, because the big 
investors don’t go there. 

As far as the overall global eco- 
nomic picture is concerned, things 
are going to get worse before they 
get better because governments are 
printing more money, international 
currency wars are accelerating, 
debt levels are rising, real incomes 
have been falling for 40 years, 
unemployment and underemploy- 
ment in the U.S. and Europe is 
worsening and interest rates are 
being suppressed by governments 
over the world. 

However, Romaniuk sees the 
situation eventually improving 
because of technological change, 
population growth and market ef- 
ficiency in reallocating resources. 
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‘Uranium among | Ukraine slashes imports 
best investments, 


from Gazprom 


By Vladimir Socor 

(Jamestown Foundation) —Ukraine has recently 
initiated procurement of natural gas from European 
suppliers. These volumes are small but growing, cor- 
respondingly eroding Gazprom’s market share in 
Ukraine. 

The German Rheinisch-Westfaelisches Elektrizitae- 
tswerk (RWE) is providing the volumes through its 
subsidiary, RWE Supply & Trading. Some of these 
gas volumes are undoubtedly of Russian provenance, 
with RWE using its legal right to re-export them as 
it sees fit. Part of these volumes may well originate 
from Western Europe’s spot markets. In both eventu- 
alities, these volumes are priced below Gazprom’s sale 
price to Ukraine, for the simple reason that Gazprom 
charges far higher prices in Ukraine than it does in 
Germany or some other European markets. Naftohaz 
Ukrainy, the state-owned gas importer, signed com- 
mercial agreements with RWE in 2012, and following 
trial-run shipments via Poland last winter, the deliv- 
eries are proceeding on a regular basis this year. 

Ukraine’s neighbours Hungary and Poland are pro- 
viding the transit services. Their transmission system 
operators, Hungarian FGSZ (independent operator 
unbundled from MOL) and Polish Gaz-System, have 
made technical agreements to use their pipelines in the 
reverse mode for delivering these volumes to Ukraine. 
Prime Ministers Viktor Orban and Mykola Azarov 
jointly announced on March 28 the start of gas trans- 
mission via Hungary to Ukraine. Naftohaz is similarly 
using its pipelines in the reverse mode for these vol- 
umes within Ukraine. 

Combined deliveries via Poland and Hungary rose 
little by little to 263 million cubic meters (mcm) for 
the month of June, corresponding with 3.2 billion 
cubic meters (bem) in annualized terms. Deliveries 
are expected to reach at least 450 mem for the month 
of August, corresponding with some 5.5 bem in an- 
nualized terms. Prices were quoted during the first six 
months of this year at $380 to $390 per one thousand 
cubic meters, compared with Gazprom’s $420 to $430 
during the same period. According to Hungary’s am- 
bassador in Kyiv, Mihaly Bayer, there are no political, 
technical, or legal barriers to delivering as much gas as 
requested by Ukraine. 

Ukraine hopes for a similar arrangement with neigh- 
boring Slovakia. The Slovakian gas transit system, 
operated by Eustream, has a total capacity of at least 
90 bem per year through four parallel lines, designed 
to operate east-west for Russian gas. But the system is 
under-utilized, and Ukraine sees a reverse-flow pos- 
sibility for at least 10 bem per year to supply Ukraine 
through one of the four lines. Kyiv, Bratislava, and the 
office of European Energy Commissioner Guenther 
Oettinger are holding consultations about a possible 
solution. 

On July 3, the heads of state of the Visegrad Four 
group of countries (Poland, Slovakia, Hungary, Czech 
Republic) met in Poland together with Ukrainian 
President Viktor Yanukovych (Visegrad + Ukraine 
format). The agenda included the signing of a memo- 


randum on inter-connecting the four Visegrad coun- 
tries through bi-directional pipelines. The heads of 
state endorsed Ukraine’s efforts to diversify its gas 
supplies, including by means of reverse-flow from 
Slovakia. 

Gazprom professes to believe that Ukraine does not 
receive physical gas flows through the territories of 
its western neighbors. According to Gazprom, those 
supplies involve Russian gas volumes committed for 
Ukraine’s western neighbors, but are instead being re- 
sold by those countries (and/or by RWE) to Ukraine 
before those volumes ever cross Ukraine’s western 
borders. Gazprom’s CEO Alexei Miller expressed 
strong suspicions in this regard and warned of pos- 
sible legal action during Gazprom’s recent annual 
general meeting. But the reverse gas flows are verified 
as real in a physical sense, and importers of Russian 
gas are normally free to trade such volumes to third 
parties. 

The Ukrainian government’s efforts are already 
undermining Gazprom’s monopoly, trending instead 
toward diversification of suppliers, introducing ele- 
ments of a competitive gas market in Ukraine for the 
first time, and improving Ukraine’s bargaining pos- 
ition vis-a-vis Russia. 

In parallel with suppliers’ diversification, Naftohaz 
is sharply reducing its annual gas purchases from Gaz- 
prom. According to Ukraine’s State Statistics Service, 
those purchases declined from 45 bem in 2011 to 33 
bem in 2012. Naftohaz plans to procure only 18 bem 
from Gazprom in 2013. All this is a far cry from the 
52 bem per year, of which 41.5 bem per year are sub- 
ject to take-or-pay clauses, as stipulated in the ten-year 
agreement signed in 2009. Naftohaz is now disregarding 
the take-or-pay clauses for the second consecutive year. 
But Gazprom is not taking legal action, apparently be- 
ing reluctant to open the 2009 agreement to Ukrainian 
counter-challenges in arbitration court. 

Ukrainian private gas wholesalers connected with 
the government are picking up some of the import 
slack from Naftohaz. In accordance with the 2013 gas 
balance, Ukrainian gas purchases from Gazprom shall 
amount to 27 bem — i.e., 9 bem above Naftohaz’s 
planned procurement in 2013. The private compan- 
ies Ostchem of Dmytro Firtash and VETEK of Ser- 
hiy Kurchenko are now importing major volumes of 
Russian gas in their own right. While Gazprom begins 
losing its supply monopoly in Ukraine, Naftohaz is 
stepping back from its procurement monopoly. 

Russia will remain the largest gas supplier to Ukraine 
into the foreseeable future. But the most important net 
trend is three-fold: First, sharply declining imports of 
Russian gas into Ukraine (thanks to volume substi- 
tution and fuel substitution). Second, unprecedented 
diversification of external suppliers of gas to Ukraine 
(thanks to reverse-flows, including re-exported gas of 
Russian provenance, from EU territory). And third 
(as a cumulative effect of the first and second trends), 
Ukraine is now developing some degree of immunity 
vis-a-vis Russian gas supply disruptions and related 
forms of pressure. 


Manufacturing slump continues into June 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Ukraine’s manufacturing 
slump persisted in June slowing down the economy 
and increasing doubts among analysts over whether 
the government can raise enough revenue to meet 
budget obligations this year. 

The country’s industrial output contracted 5.7% on 
the year in June, the State Statistics Committee re- 
ported July 17. The output in January through June 
was down 5.3% on the year, the committee said. 

The figures suggest the central bank’s interest rate cut 
in early June has failed to boost the economy with some 
analysts now seeing the economy entering recession. 

“Economic growth has stopped, we are in recession 
and our expectations are for a zero growth this year,” 
said Tomas Fiala, the president of the European Busi- 
ness Association in Ukraine, according to Unian re- 
port. 

Uksaine’s economy contracted 1.3% in the first quar- 
ter from a year earlier, reflecting weakening demand 
for the country’s exports, mostly steel. 

The government forecast the economy to grow 3.4% 
on the year in 2013, an extremely optimistic forecast 
that now poses a risk for the country’s budget deficit. 
With slower-than-expected growth, the government 


raises less revenue, but still has to meet its spending 
obligations, which widens budget deficit. 

The government originally approved the budget 
deficit at 50.4 billion hryvnias, or 3.2% of gross do- 
mestic product, in 2013, but Fiala said the deficit will 
most likely widen to 5%. 

Tetiana Sysoyeva, the head of the policy department 
at the Finance Ministry, said the budget deficit wid- 
ened to 22.5 billion hryvnias in January through June, 
up from 6.7 billion hryvnias in the same period a year 
ago. 

Ukraine’s current account deficit, a measure of hard 
cash inflow and outflow, will widen to 8% of GDP 
in 2013, posing a risk for the local currency. “This 
is a dangerous number,” he said, adding that it may 
increase downward pressure on the hryvnia. 

The NBU predicted Ukraine’s current account defi- 
cit at between 3% and 4% of GDP in 2013. 

The NBU cut its discount rate, the rate at which it 
lends money to commercial banks, to 7% from 7.5% 
effective June 10, seeking to boost economic growth. 

Valeriy Prokhorenko, the NBU’s deputy governor, 
said the bank will be ready to continue cutting the rate 
until the economy accelerates. 
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Shakhtar cruise to 
Super Cup win 


(UEFA) —Two goals from new signing Fred helped 
FC Shakhtar Donetsk ease past FC Chornomorets 
Odesa to clinch the Ukrainian Super Cup, July 10. 

After winning their third consecutive domestic 
double last season, Mircea Lucescu’s squad have 
a new look with a number of changes in personnel. 
Fittingly it was newcomer Fred, a June signing from 
SC Internacional, who made an early impact, netting 
twice before the break. The hosts reduced the arrears 
through Olexiy Antonov but Taison’s penalty ensured 
victory for the Pitmen. 

Chornomorets showed plenty of attacking intent 
but were ruthlessly punished for errors at the back. 
Shakhtar’s first arrived after a counterattack started 
by Vyacheslav Shevchuk deep in his own half, Fred 
finishing the move with a precise finish. The Brazilian 
international scored his second in a similar manner 
after Yaroslav Rakitskiy had pulled the strings. 

The Sailors struggled to contain Shakhtar in an 
open game but pulled one back just before the break 


when Antonov converted from Kristi Vangjeli’s cross. 
The revival failed to gain momentum, however, with 
Shakhtar being given the chance to restore their two- 
goal advantage when Vangjeli fouled Shevchuk in the 
area. Taison made no mistake to put the result beyond 
doubt and add another trophy to Shakhtar’s cabinet. 

“We start the season in a great mood,’ Shakhtar 
captain Darijo Sma. “Lately we lost a number of 
skilled players, but a few newcomers have come 
into the squad and I’m sure they will be a great help. 
We will only become stronger if everyone adapts as 
quickly as Fred.” 

Coach Mircea Lucescu also singled out the Brazilian 
for praise, adding: “It was a spectacular game. We 
were up against a well-prepared and organised team. It 
would have been very difficult for us if we relied only 
on our physical strength because Chornomorets are 
maybe even stronger than us. We tried to control the 
ball and the game, to exploit space using our technical 
skills and pace of our attackers.” 


Toronto defender signs 
for Metalurh Donetsk 


By Neil O’Riordan, SunSport 

Darren O’Dea has signed a three-year deal with 
Ukrainian side Metalurh Donetsk, SunSport can re- 
veal. 

O’Dea, 26, revealed on July 13 that he was leaving 
Toronto FC even though he wished to stay. 

His basic salary of $350,000 was the highest for a 
defender in the MLS who was not a designated player. 

Toronto boss Ryan Nelsen said: “Darren’s the most 
expensive player in MLS in terms of the cap. The con- 
tract that was given wasn’t the smartest idea.” 

O’Dea had turned down another Ukrainian side Tav- 
riya Simferopol to sign for Toronto following his re- 
lease by Celtic a year ago. 

He revealed they had offered him three times the 
amount of money but he opted to move to Canada be- 
cause he felt it would be better for wife Melissa and 
daughter Lucia, now aged two-and-a-half. 

Tavriya’s then-boss, former Arsenal defender Oleg 
Luzhny, has since left the club which ended any 
chance of rekindling their interest. 

But Metalurh have stepped in to bring the Ireland 
defender to a league which is ranked the ninth-best in 
Europe. 


O’Dea’s agent Kevin Moran said: “Darren has 
signed a three-year deal. 

“There was a situation with Toronto where his con- 
tract would have to be renewed. He was the highest- 
paid defender in the league but the new proposal 
wasn’t acceptable.” 

Metalurh were formed just 17 years ago and have 
lived in the shadow of city rivals and Champions 
League regulars Shakhtar since. 

But they were champions in 1997 and finished as 
cup runners-up in 2010 and 2012. 

They finished fifth last season and will compete in 
the Europa League for the second year running, en- 
tering the competition at the third qualifying round 
stage. 

They cannot play their European ties at their own 
outdated Metalurh Stadium which has a capacity of 
just 5,094, using Shakhtar’s Donbas Arena. 

But they are in the process of building a new, 
17,500-seater stadium in nearby Maktivka. 

Their squad boasts four full Ukrainian internationals 
and they also have three Brazilians on their books as 
well as players from Holland, Belgium, Serbia, Bul- 
garia, Cyprus and Armenia. 


Akhmetov wants joint 
Russia-Ukraine soccer league 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—President of FC Shakhtar Don- 
etsk Rinat Akhmetov has said he believes that a pos- 
sible Ukrainian-Russian joint football league should 
be advantageous, first and foremost, to Ukrainian foot- 
ball. 

“What is the joint league? From a financial point of 
view, it’s probably advantageous. From the point of 
view of entertainment, it’s advantageous. From the 
point of view of competitiveness, it’s advantageous,” 
the club’s press service quoted Akhmetov as saying to 
reporters during a team training session at the Donbas 
Arena stadium on July 12. 

“The champions and runners-up of this tournament 
will qualify for the Champions League and the Europa 
League. And regarding what Ukrainian football in gen- 
eral needs, I want to listen to every Ukrainian fan. If it’s 
advantageous to Ukrainian football, not [just] to Shakh- 
tar, Shakhtar will support it! If Ukrainian football finds 
the joint league advantageous, we will follow the rules. 
Therefore the question of whether the league should 


exist or not shouldn’t be addressed to me 

Akhmetov said that he would obey the rules that that 
will be adopted by the Football Federation of Ukraine. 

“We need a full discussion. I’ve just mentioned the 
pros, but we have to consider the cons. There’s always 
a minus where there’s a plus. The same happens in 
life, so everything is weighed and a decision is made. 
As a result, we’re either proud of this decision or 
ashamed of it,” he said. 

ЗТ want to be proud of this decision so that later, in 
five, 10 or 15 years, they [don’t] say that Rinat made 
a decision that was advantageous to Shakhtar but dis- 
advantageous to Ukrainian football, [and] that it de- 
stroyed the latter. I don’t want to get into this story. I 
serve Ukrainian football and want it to progress. Even 
if today it’s advantageous to us and disadvantageous 
to Ukrainian football, we’ll act as Ukrainian football 
requires. That’s our position, my personal position, 
and the position of the Shakhtar football club,” Akh- 
теїоу said. 


Benoit Trémoulinas (left) in action for Bordeaux last season 


Trémoulinas joins Dynamo 


(UEFA)—FC Dynamo Kyiv have recruited left-back Benoit Trémoulinas 
on a four-year contract from Ligue 1 club FC Girondins de Bordeaux. 

The 27-year-old becomes the UEFA Europa League contenders’ fourth 
new recruit of the season, following Younés Belhanda, Dieumerci Mbokani 
and Jeremain Lens through the door at the NSK Olimpiyskyi. A league win- 
ner with Bordeaux in 2009, Trémoulinas has two French caps to his name. 

The full-back impressed coach Oleh Blokhin in last season’s round of 32 
encounter with his new club, which Bordeaux won 2-1 on aggregate. “I am 
pleased with our transfer campaign. We signed players that I asked for. It is a 
great reinforcement for us,” said Blokhin. Dynamo will enter the tournament 
at the play-off stage this term, which is set to take place on Aug. 22 and 29. 


Solntseva sets meet record 


(Swimming WorldMagazine.com)—The European Junior Champion- 
ships kicked off July 10 with a seriously strong outing in the women’s 
50-meter breaststroke as well as a blazing meet record in the women’s 
400-meter free relay in finals. 

Ukraine’s Viktoriya Solntseva popped a meet-record time in the 
women’s 50-meter breaststroke with a 30.83 for the win. That swim 
smashed the previous record set by Russia’s Yuliya Efimova (31.45) 
back in 2007. That performance shot Solntseva to a seventh-ranked tie 
with Moniek Nijhuis in the world rankings, coincidentally just a few 
spots behind Efimova’s fourth-ranked 30.56 from Russian Nationals. 
Germany’s Marlene Huether (31.61) and Margarethe Hummel (31.65) 
placed second and third. 
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4. (BWVTUF) —Traditional 
regional culture will be in the 
spotlight at the Bloor West Village 
Toronto Ukrainian Festival from 
September 13-15 as the 17th an- 
nual Festival showcases the Hutsul 
people of the Carpathian Moun- 
tains in Ukraine. 

In addition to the usual Festival 
elements — the crowd-pleasing pa- 
rade, international and local per- 
formers, delicious food, an outdoor 
beer garden, cultural displays, a 
midway, a film festival, vendors 

‘and street dances — visitors will 
be treated to the Canadian début 
of a photo exhibit by Ukrainian- 
Parisian photographer Youry Bilak, 
titled The Hutsuls: In the Shadow 
of the Carpathians. This outdoor 
installation will chronicle the van- 
ishing centuries-old 
Ukraine’s highland people through 
a series of 40 large-format colour 
photos presented in a museum-like 
atmosphere with professional art 
lighting and themed music. (See 
<www.hutsulexhibition.com>.) 


rH 


THE SHAI 


culture of 


“Through his artistic work Youry 
Bilak seeks to save and pass along 
information about ethnic minorities 
and ancestral cultures to the future 
generations. In today’s world as- 
similation is threatening the dis- 
appearance of these ancestral cul- 
tures - a topic that questions the fu- 
ture of our own changing society,” 
states his promotional material. 

In another street pavilion, the 
Kule Centre for Ukrainian and 
Canadian Folklore at the Uni- 
versity of Alberta will feature 
the interactive exhibit Ukrainian 
Dance from Village to Stage. This 
21-panel photo and text instal- 
lation will examine dance from 
the Hutsul and numerous other 
regions in Ukraine, accompanied 
by the University’s Huculak Chair 
of Ukrainian Culture and Ethnog- 
raphy, Dr. Andriy Nahachewsky, 
who will share his expertise on 
Ukrainian folklore, weddings and 
dance, and will invite Festival- 
goers to participate in his Tanetz 
(Dance) House sessions during 


Пак 


HUTSULS 


HE CARPATHIANS 


Support the project, click 
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Toronto festival unveils cultural highlights 


Hutsul Wedding, опе of Youry Bilak’s photographs which will be exhibited. 


which he will teach traditional vil- 
lage dances. 

Adding to the authentic Hutsul 
atmosphere will be Brian Cher- 
wick, one of the leading researchers 
and practitioners of the tsymbaly 
(hammered dulcimer). A master of 
the violin, the bandura and many 
other Ukrainian traditional instru- 
ments, Brian grew up in Manitoba, 
where he played in bands from the 


age of 14. During his studies at the 
Kyiv Conservatory in Ukraine, he 
learned to play the cimbalom, the 
concert version of the tsymbaly, 
from Vasyl Palaniuk, an ethnic 
Hutsul from the Carpathian region 
recognized as one of Ukraine’s 
leading players. After returning to 
Canada and settling in Edmonton, 
Brian was the leading member of 
the renowned folk band The Kuba- 


sonics from 1996 until his move to 
St. John’s, NF in 2011. 

The Bloor West Village Toronto 
Ukrainian Festival is a free, three- 
day family-focused event that at- 
tracts nearly 600,000 visitors of 
diverse cultures from Canada, the 
US and abroad. 

For more about the Festival, 
please visit <www.ukrainianfesti- 
val.com>. 
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TORONTO 
FESTIVAL 


September 13-15, 2013 


Two Stages with Non-stop Entertainment 
Sidewalk Sale « Craft/Artisan Market е Art Exhibits 
Children’s Midway е Cultural Pavilions є Film Festival 
Buskers * Lots of Food * Refreshment Garden 
Parade - Saturday at 11 a.m. 

Ecumenical Service - Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 

Youth Stage Program - Sunday from 12:00-2:00 p.m. 


sponsored by Celebrate Ontario & Ukrainian Credit Union Limited 


Cheremosh Ukrainian Dance Company - Edmonton, AB 
Brian Cherwick - St. John’s, МЕ 

Millenia Band - Edmonton, AB 

Syzokryli Ukrainian Dance Ensemble - New York, МУ 
Todaschuk Sisters - Winnipeg, MB 


Visit our website for a current lineup 


“Ukrainian Dance” - Kule Folklore Centre 
“The Hutsuls” by Youry Bilak - Paris, France 


= Subway Stops: 
Jane & Runnymede 


= ЕІ 
АТС. А З 
ucu Tsetse во love —— ve Ре ale 


